
 

 

Fraternities & Brotherhood 
(Reprinted from The Mystic Cat; Vol VII, No. 2; June, 1916.) 
 
There is a reason for everything under the sun. Back of every bad thing is a bad reason and back 
of every good thing is a good reason. The failure of most good undertakings is simply the failure 
to grasp and fully realize the ideas which are their reasons for being. 
 
Nothing in this world goes forward without this vital something within which gives it motive and 
power. One reason why so many evil things succeed while good things languish is because evil 
things so often depend upon an aggressive selfishness which is strong enough to organize their 
root ideas and keep them in a high state of efficiency while the good things are so timidly held 
that their root ideas suffer for want of nourishment. 
 
Take, for example, two societies, one is an improvement society for young men and the other is a 
gang of young pirates organized to loaf around by day and practice vandalism upon the 
community by night. It is a fact that the pirate gang holds together with a quite remarkable 
tenacity and the members do and dare for each other and divide the spoils of their thieveries with 
a genuine gang fealty. On the other hand it is a work almost of divine grace to keep the 
improvement society going. 
 
Now in point of fact the idea back of the improvement society is a very noble idea and ordinarily 
makes a strong appeal to the best that is in the young men. On the other hand the idea back of the 
pirate gang is one of the meanest and weakest of ideas and makes no very powerful appeal even 
to its votaries and besides puts every one of them in constant danger and calls for sacrifices which 
are painful and wearying. 
 
The strength of the pirate gang is forced to cling to its idea and to organize and develop it. The 
young pirates find it hard to return to honest ways. They are all committed and are in danger of 
exposure. each one "has something on" all the rest and none dares to fall out. Each one soon 
wears an indelible Cain-mark and is afraid of the honest people around him and ceases to have 
remunerative employment and so by degrees becomes dependent upon his villainous trade for a 
living. 
 
The weakness of the improvement society is in the fact that no necessity drives its members to be 
loyal to it; the idea is not vigorously and aggressively realized and thus the society becomes a 
mere rope of sand. 
 
All strong social or fraternal organizations grow out of the fact of brotherhood and the usefulness 
and strength of such depends on this idea of brotherhood, first of all, and then on the special 
objects the fraternity sets before itself. These are the very strongest ideas known among men and 
they are always at work bringing people together; but it requires a special idea of service, or use, 
or enjoyment, something reasonable and desirable in itself, to keep them in a state of efficient 
appeal to the interest of their members. 
 
It is a pity that there is so much failure to grasp the meaning of brotherhood by the members of 
organizations which have good and useful aims, something that makes their existence worth 
while. For everything in our civilization that is worth while is the fruit of this brotherhood and the 
common endeavors that grow out of it. Men never accomplish anything alone. There are three 
words which ought to be pasted up as a warning wherever men come together and the three words 
ought to wear a look of awful finality and everlasting seriousness. They are: Never, Nothing, 
Nowhere. Never has a man been known to do anything worth while alone. Nothing was ever 



 

 

accomplished by a man alone. Nowhere has a man alone ever come to anything that was worth 
coming to. In loneliness men work up the raw material, as it were; they can do some thinking, 
make some preparation, get some ideas into shape; they can wash and dress and make ready to go 
out and mingle with their fellows. But all this is merely preparation. What they will do and say 
and be all depends upon their behavior and conduct among their fellows, in the midst of the 
brotherhood of which they are a part. Here is their true life. We are all members one of another. 
We are branches of the same tree, a family of one blood and no man liveth to himself alone nor 
even dieth to himself alone. 
 
Now the lesson of all this is, that men ought to propose to themselves real things, worth-while 
things, in their fraternities and brotherhoods; ought to understand that what they do together is all 
that they can or will do. Then having set before themselves real objects, whether of work or 
recreation, they ought to enter into the spirit of the brotherhood, organize the idea and cling to it 
as a serious work and fully worth all the time and means they feel warranted in allotting to it. It is 
not too much to say that the hope of the future rests on the degree in which all forms of right 
brotherhood now existing among us are faithfully and energetically developed and applied to the 
work they have in hand. 


