
 

 

(Reprinted from The Phi Mu Alpha Annual; Vol. XI; 1912.) 
 
      Syracuse, N. Y., March 9, 1912 
 
Dear Brother Sinfonians: 
 I am asked to give, briefly, a few thoughts for the 1912 Phi Mu Alpha Annual on 
the question, “What are the Possibilities of Sinfonia?” 
 Living, as I do, in an atmosphere of fraternity life (there being over forty 
fraternities represented in our institution) I am able to observe the effect of these 
organizations on the student body. 
I have no hesitancy in saying that the fraternity, with high ideals, is a power for good in 
any school, college or profession in which it may have a chapter. It encourages a lo0yalty 
to Alma Mater, inspires an ambition for superior scholarship, and promotes a feeling of 
brotherhood and mutual helpfulness among its members. In fact, it is often the means of 
giving the student a new vista on life in its relation to his fellowmen, and an increased 
sense of its obligations and responsibilities. 
 Sinfonia stands, I believe, for such high ideals, and is rapidly coming to be a 
national organization of influence and power in the musical profession. Such growing 
numbers of earnest musical students, as they go out into their lifework, have great 
possibilities of exerting a powerful influence on the profession which should result in a 
more charitable and fraternal spirit of good will where now is the altogether too prevalent 
spirit of jealousy, enmity and the like. 
 They can also, by their efforts and by distinguished scholarship do much toward 
securing for music greater recognition on the part of our college authorities, and 
consequently in the college curriculum itself. 
 And need it be too much hope that, ere long, from its ranks will come the great 
American composer whose genius and scholarship shall command the homage and 
respect, not only of America, but of the whole musical world as well. 
 These are some, at least, of the possibilities of Sinfonia if the fraternity lives up to 
its ideals. 
  Fraternally yours, 
   GEORGE A. PARKER. 


