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The past we know, the future we can dream of, but who can justly value the present? 
Organizations have sprung into existence, spread like wild fire and seemed about to change the 
whole course of thought in the civilized world, only to die out as suddenly as they came and to 
leave absolutely no mark of their rise and fall behind them. Again, a few students, such as the 
Praeraphaelite Brotherhood originally was in England, may sway a whole nation. So in trying to 
hold the mirror up to nature and see Sinfonia as she really is today we cannot actually state her 
influence on the student and musical world, or even guess at the results which may come from 
our banding ourselves together in simple brotherly affection for the good of music and the 
musician. Knowing the power of friendship, pure and warm, its influence and inspiration and 
sympathy and mutual helpfulness, it is a hard thing to have to come down to such cold externals 
as so many men, so many Chapters, and even perhaps, so many dollars. But these are the things 
that make us the shell of every working body, so of it we must speak and leave our real life, our 
fraternity of spirit, to be imagined. 

What is it that distinguishes the Sinfonia of the present day from the past? First of all, I 
think the development of a national spirit has been very marked within the past two years. At the 
first to think of sinfonia was to think of the home Chapter. Very few of the brothers knew any of 
men, customs or plans of other Chapters. This is all very different now. Visitors from Chapter to 
Chapter, the long tours of the Supreme President, and most of all, the annual convention, have 
knit us all together into one large family. This welding of the Chapters is really the distinguishing 
feature of the Sinfonia of the present. When we now look back, we do not think so much of the 
beginning of our own chapter as of the founding of the Fraternity at Boston. Looking forward, we 
do not think so much of giving musicals or furnishing Chapter rooms as to expansion, new 
Chapters, ritual, insignia, vestments and what not, But the fundamental note in Sinfonia as a 
whole and changes and improvements contemplated are those that interest the whole brotherhood. 
Nothing has helped his broadening of vision so much as that breezy, newsy little newspaper, the 
Mystic Cat. Long may it raise the Big Me-ow. 

Another characteristic that marks the present working of our dear Fraternity is courage, or 
perhaps a better word would be boldness. There has always been courage shown in extending the 
usefulness of the Fraternity. But the fear of the old first days has gone from us. We no longer fear 
for the life of Sinfonia. We no longer fear that the machinery of organization will not work. This 
newly –acquired confidence in ourselves has resulted in a certain amount of restlessness to be up 
and doing greater things. Probably this ambition is good for us. Time alone will tell. Another 
result of this boldness is the insistence of some of our big men that they be allowed to step aside 
from their position as officers and leave more of the governing of the Fraternity in the hands of 
younger men. And so long as we still have these faithful founders still with us to counsel and 
help, we are willing to release them as much as possible from the constantly growing cares and 
duties of the national officers. 

One other phase of our existence seems to mark us as one of the broadest of fraternities 
with a wide field of usefulness before us. Surely no fraternity can exhibit such diversity as are 
found in the various Chapters of Sinfonia. Take the conduct of the different Chapters, the 
different aims of the men. Here is Alpha, a chapter of brothers studying to become musicians. 
There is Epislon, a Chapter of brothers studying to pursue a literary or engineering career. Take 
Zeta, a Chapter composed very largely of instructors and professors at the University of Missouri. 
And so on through the whole list. Here is a large Chapter house, there the loan of some bare room 
for a few hours a week. But through it all runs that strong current of true brotherhood, a bond 
strong enough to make all equal as all work in the noble cause of helping one another, helping 



 

 

others, and helping to advance the noblest of arts, Music: each Chapter, each man, working in his 
own sphere and in his own way, but all truly one in a common brotherhood and in a common 
object. 


