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The President’s Message 

Boston, March 15, 1910  

“The advancement of music in America and a loyalty to the Alma Mater.” 

D B:  

It has been my privilege in the previous two messages to choose a 
text from the article of our Constitution on “Object.”  I have sought to 
say something worth your time to read on the development of the best 
and truest fraternal spirit” and “the mutual welfare and brotherhood of 
musical students” This year I have turned to the remaining aim of our 
fraternity expressed in the words “the advancement of music in Ameri-
ca and a loyalty to the Alma Mater”.  On the opening pages of our Y 
B I desire to emphasize this specific kind of loyalty, and in so doing I 
trust that its close relation to the advancement of music in America 
may be apparent.   

The present-day demand for education is determined to no small 
extent by the world sizing up, as it were, the human products that are 
gathered and sent forth from the collegiate and educational field.  The 
world has a right to ask, “What has education done for Jim Smith?” If 
Jim Smith can show a fellow feeling for Tom Brown, John Jones and 
Charlie White, and if he can put out a right hand that will fit into the 
other fellow’s right hand, education has produced brains plus brother-
hood.  Such a man going forth with a sheepskin in his grip is going to 
win men, women and endowments for our colleges and universities.  Is 
he not, brothers?  You can imagine that he is the fellow who in college 
used to shout, “Hurrah for Harvard!” and “Three cheers for Yale!” and 
who felt it in his heart as well as in his throat.  He is in short the very 
best type of the college man.  I fancy he would be the first to sit down 
in a spelling match if asked to spell “snob” or “sneer”, but he ought to 
be able to stand up to the end on such words as “sincerity”, “sacrifice” 
and “Sinfonia.”   
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You ask what all this has to do with our text.  It has a great deal to 
do with it, for this loyalty touches in very essence the mind and heart 
condition of men.  He who does not think broadly and feel deeply does 
not lose much sleep because of working loyally.  While the man who 
comes out of college is expected to make a mark for himself in the 
world and so prove what is in him—you may put it down as certain that 
unless something besides rules, definitions and equations got into his 
head as a student—he will find himself quite erased as far as making a 
positive impress upon his fellows in the broadest sense of what man-
hood and life-work really ought to be.  The ideal college life today 
should afford, and I believe it does, an opportunity for men to meet 
with influences other than those strictly academic, scholastic and peda-
gogical.  The debating and literary clubs, local societies, general frater-
nities and the like help in developing the social side of man’s nature.  
Here men meet one another on the same level.  Rough exteriors are 
planed down by rubbing up against smooth ones, and the smooth find 
out which way the grain really runs in getting scratched by the rough 
ones.  These diverse, not diametric—indeed they are, after all, harmo-
nizing aspects of the student life—are true developers for both making 
a rounded manhood and putting a man on the square.  Isolation in 
thought and in body does not tend to make a man love any one in any 
corner but his own.  His corner is only big enough for himself.  Fraterni-
ty, it seems to me, is a sort of life’s “puss in the corner” game where 
one is glad to exchange corners when the other fellow whistles and 
everybody has an equally good and profitable time.  I see that I have 
used the word “Fraternity”.  Let us do so again and put the word Sinfo-
nia before it, so it reads Sinfonia Fraternity.  What does it mean?  Loyal-
ty to the Alma Mater! I believe that that is what a true fraternity means 
every time.  I have no sympathy with the individual who berates the 
college fraternities because he is outside of them and knows nothing 
about them.  It is true that some fraternities are not as good in their 
influence as others may be because each man himself, the world over, 
has a goodness that is relative rather than positive.  There are some 
days not as bright as others, yet the Creator does not snuff out the sun.   
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While every one recognizes the Church and the State as the most 
conspicuous handmaids of education, is it not true, as well, that the 
American college fraternity has been a prominent and positive factor in 
the growth and popularity of college life?  I think so.  Does not the “frat” 
man love his frat and his college equally well, and when he goes out 
into the world does he not both love his fellowmen and cherish his 
Alma Mater?  A short time ago a class in one of our universities was 
getting ready to put on a Shakespearean play.  All the female characters 
chosen by the committee happened to be non-frat members.  The 
coach asked, “Wouldn’t it be wise to have at least one of the fraterni-
ties represented in the cast?  You want their support, don’t you?” 
Promptly came the answer, “Oh, the frat girls have college spirit 
enough to support it anyway!” I thought that had a pretty good illustra-
tion of how fraternity and college spirit go hand in hand and that a 
school without the former is liable to lose much of the latter, and in 
short order find a diminished loyalty to the Alma Mater.   

You may put this down as a truism: A college spirit cannot be suc-
cessfully worked up among alumni after graduation.  To be a loyal 
alumnus one must first have college spirit, and this same spirit is kept 
aflame largely through the oxygen in the lungs of the fraternity mem-
bers.  Our own Sinfonia has proved this.  The institutions which have 
been pleased to see the red and black fluttering in their midst empha-
size the truth of this assertion.  Brothers and all others who read this 
Year Book, listen to the testimony of one of the directors of a leading 
American conservatory: “I have no reason to regret the expenditure of 
any time or money that I may have made because I feel that the good 
Sinfonia has done the conservatory and the students far surpasses any 
outlay that I may have made.  .  .  .  One of the cardinal principles of the 
order is a loyalty to the Alma Mater, and I believe that the establish-
ment of fraternities in the conservatories is developing their school 
spirit a hundred per cent.”   

Another director says: “Sinfonia is the best thing that ever hap-
pened to our young men.”  Yet another voices this sentiment: “I believe 
Sinfonia makes a man a better musician.”  Indeed it does make him a 
better musician, for added to his own personal ambitions is the ardent 
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desire to be an honor to his fraternity and to his Alma Mater.  We do 
not speak in parables, or mysteries, or imaginings, or longings.  Such are 
the testimonies of men of conspicuous positions in the musical realm 
who have observed critically and intimately Sinfonia and Sinfonians.  
The music departments of our universities and our conservatories of 
music are the agents—wise, systematic, thorough and far-reaching—in 
the advancement of music in America.  Their graduates are bid god-
speed as they seek the path leading to advancement and attainment.  
They feel the push of the Alma Mater behind and see the beckoning of 
the goodness of Attainment before.  Every true Sinfonian knows what 
this means; every institution that boasts a Sinfonia chapter in its midst 
has felt the warm pulsings of the Phi Mu Alpha heart.  If I were standing 
before my own chapter of the New England Conservatory and speaking 
on this same subject, I believe I should begin the speech something like 
this: “In one sentence, brothers, let me try to strike the keynote.  While 
every Sinfonia man vows that ‘once a Sinfonian, always a Sinfonian’, 
and is a Sinfonian, now, at last and all the time, he never has forgotten 
and never will forget that he is (if I can coin the word) a ‘Conservatori-
an’, first, last and all the time.”  The same might be said, with its own 
local application, of the members of all the chapters.  I have seen many 
a man with a Sinfonian pin shining on his vest, but I have yet to see the 
sneer at him who wore nothing save buttons on his vest.  Loyalty to the 
school and friendliness and helpfulness to its students, whether Sinfo-
nians or not, ever have been prominent traits of the brothers of the 
“black and red.”  The most rational aim of any educational institution is 
to turn out graduates that will be an honor to the school.  The graduate 
to be such must possess culture as a result of musical training and en-
thusiasm as a result of social activity.  It can not be well disputed that 
the growth and perpetuity of a college are largely measured by student 
activity which promotes a common interest and inspires consequent 
loyalty as well as by the personal character and commercial success of 
her graduates.  Sinfonia has had ten years to make known the fact that 
every Sinfonia shout shouted means a more wide-awake, enterprising 
graduate; that every Sinfonia meeting where are discussed plans of 
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ways and means fosters a more mature judgment which in years to 
come may help, by wise counsels, the Alma Mater.   

Brothers of the Sinfonia, do you not realize more than ever what 
it means to you to associate for four, three, two, or even one year in a 
fraternal, brotherly way with fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five other 
young men all bending their youthful energies toward a high goal of 
musical culture?  This abundant good-fellowship makes a wholesome, 
uplifting and indelible impress upon your complete manhood and is 
fashioning you into a better all-round man and a better man all 
around—outside as well as inside the mystic circle.  I speak the truth 
when I state that to foster a movement that so promotes real brother-
hood and musical progress among the future musicians of America 
reflects wisdom and far-sightedness on the part of those who stand at 
the head of our institutions of musical learning.  Sinfonians, you are 
entitled to take just pride that you are proving at last that musicians 
can be welded together in love and for mutual helpfulness and progress.  
You are developing that type of manhood which ever shows itself in 
loyalty to the Alma Mater.  Now you are coming back to the Alma Ma-
ter to see the old school, the old teachers, and to greet the new broth-
ers in Sinfonia.  In unison do I catch your cry, “Te amo—Alma Mater.”  
Another paragraph or two and I am done with the annual message.  It is 
this: The institution which seeks only to develop art, cultivate brains 
and promote the scientific does not reach the acme of its possibilities 
or embrace all its opportunities.  Its widest mission extends into the 
field of sentiment, emotion, the spontaneities and, indeed, the humani-
ties of life.  To strive to subordinate the heart to the head is a worthy 
performance in the unchecked passions of the race, but in the one 
seeking knowledge in the higher schools the shout, the song, the socie-
ty are not at all the anomalies they may seem at first glance.  The noisy, 
youthful outbursts that sometimes are heard may be in truth the very 
potentialities capable of begetting, fostering and sustaining a sentiment 
and love for the time, the occasion, the thing that inspired them.  The 
graduate of today is inclined to remember his Alma Mater for its sociali-
ty as well as its intellectuality.  The college spirit gets into him during 
the college days.  In his after life this same spirit seeks to get out of him 
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in the most practical ways and helps for his Alma Mater.  But first of all, 
loyalty to the Alma Mater must have the seeds sown in the form of 
enthusiasm, college spirit and brotherhood in the student.  His first 
exuberance may be sometimes criticised as puerile and irrational, but in 
later years we find that these pristine, bubbling-over manifestations 
have undergone a process of evolution and he has come to possess an 
alumni spirit “safe and sane.”  Such a one loves his Alma Mater.  It 
means counseling to him.  The shout and the song are not forgotten.  
Oh no! They were the prologues, the prerequisites, the harbingers of 
still better things, for with him it is now, “All up for the old school!” and 
“On with our sons and daughters to the old Alma Mater!”  

Give the conservatory, the college, the university, give any school 
an enthusiastic, wide-awake, alert, progressive student body, and loyal-
ty to the Alma Mater must ever be the keynote struck by the alumni.  
Nothing so happily and positively forecasts a forceful alumni body as 
the visible proof in the esprit de corps of a chapter in the Sinfonia Fra-
ternity.  The Sinfonia Fraternity of America has been and ever will be 
one of the strongest bonds that holds an alumnus to the Alma Mater.  
Every Sinfonian means a graduate that means, in turn, a true and loyal 
being with a soul all aglow for the old school that gave him a cultured 
musical mind and a warm, brotherly heart.   

More than ever, my brothers, is it good to be a Sinfonian.  For 
“once a Sinfonian, always a Sinfonian.”   

Fraternally yours, 
In ΦMA, 

Percy Jewett Burrell 

from The Phi Mu Alpha Annual; Vol. IX, 1910.  




