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The President’s Message 

M 1, 1902  

D B S:  Gladly I avail myself of this oppor-
tunity of sending to you, through the medium of our annual publication, 
my sincerest love and fraternal greetings. 

It is now nearly four years since the evening when fourteen of us 
met in room 108, New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, to con-
sider the social life of the young men students of that institution, and 
perchance to devise ways and means by which it might be improved.  
The story of how a club was formed and in process of time developed 
into a national fraternity has often been told, and is familiar to us all, 
but the boys who met on that eventful evening little dreamed how far-
reaching would be the effect of their decision.   

 As will be seen by referring to the list of members, there are now 
nearly two hundred Sinfonians scattered throughout the land,—
brothers bound together by the bonds of brotherly love, stronger than 
bands of steel, ever keeping in mind, I trust, the aim and purpose of 
their fraternity as expressed in our constitution:  “The Sinfonia stands 
for the development of the best and truest fraternal spirit; the mutual 
welfare and brotherhood of musical students; the advancement of 
music in America; and a loyalty to the alma mater.”  Let all Sinfonians 
commit these beautiful words to memory.  Yea, more, let us write them 
on the tablet of our hearts that they may bear fruit in our lives.   

 I beg you not to let your interest in your fraternity or alma mater 
lag or grow cold; subscribe each year to our Year Book, so that you may 
be able to locate all brother-Sinfonians, and avail yourself of every 
opportunity to fraternize with each other.  Let our friendship be 
marked by kind words, kind deeds, and lasting cooperation in our 
common work; and, remembering that our inspiration is from on High, 
from the God of all creatures, we should ever be constant in our hum-
ble attitude to this great source.  Let our sincerity be manifest to all.  
Hypocrisy should be unknown to us, and a solicitude for our fellows 
should dominate our every word and action.  Then our nobility will 



24 
 
shine forth in our characters, and our motto shall ever be, “Nothing 
mean or unmanly is of a Sinfonian.”   

We confidently expect that before our next annual Convention 
convenes several new chapters will have been formed in some of the 
largest musical institutions in our land, a number of which are at the 
present time knocking at our doors.  The scope of our mission is nation-
al, and before many years have passed the Sinfonia Fraternity will be 
known and its influence felt from ocean to ocean and from lake to gulf.  
Onward is our watchword; the future is our field; and as we march 
toward the West, the new ground we gain must be held by fidelity and 
vigilance.   

Finally, brothers, remember that “Harmony is ever to be the noble 
aim of our beloved society—harmony not only in music, but in the life 
within the fraternity, and in the broader and fuller life beyond its por-
tals:  it is the harmony whose music is felt in the hearty handclasp, 
heard in the cheerful greeting, seen in living notes in the generous act.”   

So let us strive to promote the mutual welfare of all, and 
throughout our whole life prove that a brother-Sinfonian is a friend 
indeed.  Sincerely and fraternally yours,   

O E. M. 

from Sinfonia Year Book; II (March, 1902): 11-12. 
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The President’s Message 

April 1, 1903. 

D B S:   

The record of another year has been added to the history of our 
organization, and it is gratifying to be able to find in the events which it 
exhibits abundant cause for satisfaction, congratulations and encour-
agement.  Our progress during that period has been steadily onward 
and upward and it has proceeded with a degree of rapidity which has 
far surpassed the most sanguine expectations.  There is a proverb 
which tells us that in every new undertaking the beginnings are difficult, 
but that is a piece of wisdom which, although no doubt applicable to 
most of the labors of life, has not been convincingly verified in our 
experience.  Of course the reference now is to our experience as an 
organization.  Speaking individually and with regard to the art which we 
pursue, most of us would doubtless be willing to testify that the begin-
nings are difficult indeed. 

But the beginnings of the Sinfonia were not difficult because the 
institution of which we are all so proud, from which we all derive so 
much both of pleasure and profit, and of which we confidently expect 
so much greater things in the future than have been accomplished in 
the past, was born, as it were, in the fullness of time, under propitious 
circumstances and amid a most fostering and favorable environment.  It 
came to satisfy a long felt want and found the ground all ready to re-
ceive it.  The idea which, in the goodness of his heart and the warmth 
of his fraternal sympathy, our Honorary President, Mr. Ossian E. Mills, 
had formed fell like a seed in the parable, not on stony places where it 
must have withered and died, not by the roadside where the birds of 
the air would have snatched it away, but on fertile and cultivated soil 
where it could readily germinate, and there being most bountifully 
nourished it could develop and expand and bear the fruits and flowers 
we see.   
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And yet, brothers, who can doubt that as compared with what the 
future has in store for our organization, this day in which we live and in 
which we rightly find so much occasion for gratitude and hope is after 
all only the day of small things?  Who can doubt that the Sinfonia is 
destined to grow and spread and prosper until it has covered the whole 
land and brought all the members of our beloved profession into a 
fraternal and mutually helpful intercourse?  Nor need we limit our 
ambitions for its growth even to the vast expanse of the United States.  
Our art is cosmopolitan in its scope, and the day is coming when we 
shall be establishing chapters in the Old World as well as the New, and 
when the possibilities of the Greek alphabet in the way of nomencla-
ture will have been exhausted.  That may suggest a source of embar-
rassment, but it will be time enough for us to cross that bridge when 
we come to it.  Even from the most optimistic point of view it is not yet 
in sight.  But some day the Sinfonia will get there. 

It must expand, for the appeal it makes is one which finds an im-
mediate response in every generous heart, and while we musicians may 
have our characteristic faults, yet a lack of sensitiveness or of sensibility 
is one of which not our harshest critics have ventured to accuse us.  Let 
us therefore each and all for everything in our power to exemplify the 
principles which we profess and to promote the success of the glorious 
cause for whose sake our organization was established.  The enmities, 
the jealousies, the rivalries of the profession have often been made a 
matter of comment and among a large section of the community the 
impression prevails that musicians spend much of their time in mutual 
quarrellings and recriminations.  To that unjust reproach the eager 
welcome accorded among our ranks to the Sinfonia forms a sufficient 
and conclusive answer.   

The Sinfonia stands for harmony, it stands for friendship, it stands 
for sincere good will and an enduring peace, and it will expand and 
prosper in proportion as we all cultivate those qualities in our daily lives 
and illustrate them in our mutual intercourse.  It would not have so 
largely attracted, it would not have so quickly met the favor it has won 
did it not respond to the needs, the sentiments and the desires of the 
musical world.  Therein lies the deeper significance of our movement 
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and therein is to be found the assurance of its triumph.  Toward that 
triumph it is a pleasure to be able to report it is steadily moving on; and 
so congratulating you in all sincerity upon what has been done, con-
gratulating you even more heartily upon what is in prospect, I remain,   

 Sincerely and fraternally yours,  

  G R C. 

from Sinfonia Year Book; Vol. III; April, 1903. 

 

 

  

  




