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The President’s Message 

March 1, 1905  

D B S:   

Another year is being added to the history of the Sinfonia Frater-
nity.  Six years ago the sixth day of last October the little seed was 
planted from which has grown what we believe to be one of the great-
est factors in existence for the betterment of the young men musical 
students in America.  Since the last President’s message there has been 
a healthy growth in both Chapters and membership.  It is very gratifying 
to be able to say that at the present time our beloved Fraternity is in a 
most flourishing condition.  Conservatism is becoming the settled policy 
of the Fraternity, I believe, both as to the founding of new Chapters and 
also of the various Chapters as to the reception of new members.  We 
have learned, in our short experience, that it is better to go slowly and 
carefully, thoroughly investigating all who seek admission into our 
Fraternity, rather than to make grievous mistakes by undue haste or 
careless methods.   

It is with great pleasure that I avail myself of this opportunity to 
address all members of our beloved Fraternity, as I sincerely hope that 
steps will be taken by each individual Chapter to place a copy of this 
Year Book in the hands of every member—active, associate and alumni.  
I have many things that I would like to say to each brother, but space 
will only allow me to touch upon some of the most important at this 
time.  We often hear it said that musicians are a very peculiar class of 
people, impractical in many ways, and I have been told time and again 
during the last few years that a fraternity could not exist any length of 
time if it depended upon musicians for life and support.  I believe that 
our experience is teaching us that such a thing can be done, and I trust 
that all brother Sinfonians will unite with me and with one another to 
make the Fraternity a success in every possible way and prove to the 
world that, although musicians may be in a class by themselves, they 
are capable of living in harmony and of experiencing and manifesting in 
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their lives the truest fraternal spirit.  With this in view, let us always 
have in mind the aim and purpose of the Fraternity as expressed in our 
Constitution—“The Sinfonia stands for the development of the best and 
truest fraternal spirit, the mutual welfare and brotherhood of musical 
student, the advancement of music in America, and a loyalty to the 
Alma Mater.”  In this connection, I cannot refrain from quoting from 
the first number of the Sinfonian a paragraph taken from “Delta Upsilon 
Quarterly”: “It is part of the pride and tradition of a Fraternity man to 
be a gentleman, not only to be above anything dishonorable and mean, 
but to possess those finer instincts which are supposed to come from 
birth and breeding—kindness and gentleness, and unconscious courte-
sy.”  These are good words, and I would earnestly counsel all Sinfonia 
brothers to seriously consider them.  Let us strive to emulate the best, 
to live in harmony and peace one with the other, “in honor preferring 
one another.”  “Let your nobility shine forth in your character, your 
friendship be marked with kind words and deeds.”  Let us believe in our 
Fraternity with all our hearts, be jealous of its good name, wear the 
emblems with pride, be regular in attendance at the meetings of your 
Chapter, be eager to possess any publication that may be issued in the 
interests of our Fraternity, and be faithful in all other duties.  By so 
doing we shall keep the fire of fraternal love burning brightly.  Let it be 
our ambition to make the Sinfonia a power for good, and have faith to 
believe that in future years its beneficent influence will be felt around 
the globe.   

Finally, brothers, let us remember that “harmony is ever to be the 
noble aim of our beloved Society— harmony not only in music, but in 
the life within the Fraternity and in the broader and fuller life beyond 
its portals.  It is the harmony whose music is felt in the hearty hand-
clasp, heard in the cheerful greeting, seen in living notes in the gener-
ous act.”  And now, congratulating you all, my brothers, on the success 
attained in the past, rejoicing as you rejoice in our present honorable 
position in the fraternity worlds, and hopeful, in common with all Sin-
fonians, of the bright future that awaits us, I am, as we all have sworn 
to be, “Once a Sinfonian, always a Sinfonian.”   
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Most sincerely and fraternally yours, 

Ossian E. Mills. 

from Sinfonia Year Book; V (March, 1905): 11-12. 

 

 

  




