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Philadelphia, March 14, 1910.   

D B:  

It does not seem possible that ten years have elapsed since we 
were preparing to go to Boston for our first convention.  We hardly 
realized how important a step we were taking, how we were about to 
launch an idea that would cast such a powerful influence for good on 
our boys intellectually and morally.   

Fraternity, the universal brotherhood of man—surely this feeling 
never existed before among music students, and so conscious was I of 
the lack of it, that I gladly welcomed the Sinfonia movement.  It meant 
sacrifice of time and money to me, but the results have been so gratify-
ing that I consider the expenditure one of the best I have ever made, 
and I have the satisfaction of knowing that I have helped in a move-
ment for the betterment of mankind, a step toward the Millennium.   

The ten hardest years are passed and we are now on a broad and 
sure foundation.  The future is bright, and while expansion may seem 
desirable to the most of you, a more important expansion, to my mind, 
is that of the heart.  Let us get together in true fraternal spirit, not with 
the idea of seeing how much we can get out of the Fraternity, but how 
much we can bring to it; not how much we can use our brothers, but 
how kind and useful we can be to them.  For we get back what we give, 
whether love or hate, envy or goodwill, cloud or sunshine.  If you would 
have a brother, be one.   

Fraternally yours,  
In ΦMA, 

  G R C 

To all Sinfonians—my brothers. 

from Sinfonia Year Book; Vol. IX; April, 1910. 

Sinfonia—Yesterday 
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By Ossian E. Mills 

The sun lodged on the old gray cliffs and glanced from every pad: 
The bulrushes and flags seemed to rejoice in the delicious light and air; 
the meadows were a-drinking at their leisure; the frogs sat meditating, 
all Sabbath thoughts, summing up their week, with one eye out on the 
golden sun and one toe upon a reed, eyeing the wondrous universe in 
which they act their part.  Today Sinfonia lodges herself upon that high 
cliff—mount-thought—and glances back over the meadows and fields 
of the ten years of her life.  How extremely visible are the expressions 
of gratification and delight upon her countenance, as she roams from 
one thought to another of her past record, and views the developments 
of her powers in the fraternal worlds.   

I shall now give you a brief historical account of Sinfonia, dating 
from the time of our first convention, which was held on April 16 to 20, 
in the Alpha Chapter rooms in Boston.  There were present full delega-
tions from the three then existing Chapters.  Alpha, Beta, and Delta.  
This was one of the most interesting conventions in the history of Sin-
fonia, as it witnessed the merging of the old Sinfonia Club which had 
been in existence since October 6, 1898 into the Sinfonia Fraternity, “a 
secret and national male student’s musical fraternity, the only one of its 
kind in America.”  The fraternity emblem (pin), the colors (red and 
black) and flower (chrysanthemum) were adopted and a greater part of 
three days were spent in the construction and adoption of a suitable 
constitution, and at 12:25 o’clock P.M., April 18, 1901, a constitution 
was finally accepted and immediately afterward the following national 
officers were elected:  

Supreme President, Ossian E. Mills, Alpha. 
Supreme Vice-President, George C. Williams, Delta. 
Supreme Secretary, Ralph Howard Pendleton, Alpha. 
Supreme Treasurer, Gilbert Raynolds Combs, Beta. 
Editor-in-Chief, Percy Jewett Burrell, Alpha.   
The fact that this convention was full of enthusiasm and life was 

evidence that the Sinfonia Club during the past two years had been 
“going some.”  The success of the club as well as the first years of Sin-
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fonia as a Fraternity was due in great measure to the persistent energy, 
courage and enterprise of our esteemed brother, Ralph Howard Pend-
leton.  That the Sinfonia organization ever expanded from a local club 
into one institution to a National Fraternity with Chapters in many 
musical institutions throughout the country was due, I believe, in a 
large measure to his foresight and tireless efforts.   

The second national convention was held in the Beta Chapter 
rooms, Broad Street Conservatory, Philadelphia, Pa., April 21, 22, and 
23, 1902.  It was the sentiment of all who were fortunate enough to 
attend that this was a most enjoyable convention, as voiced in the next 
annual report of the Supreme Secretary.  “From the moment our train 
rolled into the heart of the city until the time we bade ‘Adieu’ we were 
most royally entertained.”  That there had been three new Chapters 
added to Sinfonia, Epsilon, Zeta, and Eta, was a source of great satisfac-
tion and exultation.   

The next convention was held at Ithaca, N.Y., in the Delta Chapter 
rooms at the Ithaca Conservatory, with delegates from all six chapters, 
and at the close of the convention it was unanimously pronounced “the 
best yet.”  And so the years have come and gone with the annual con-
ventions full of enthusiasm; the delegates returning to their respective 
chapters overflowing with the Sinfonia spirit.   

The fourth annual convention was held at Ann Arbor, Mich., with 
the Epsilon brothers.  The fifth at Cincinnati with Eta.  In 1906 no con-
vention was held, and the question was asked on every hand, “What is 
the matter?  Is Sinfonia dying out?” But in 1907 one of the best attend-
ed and most enthusiastic conventions was held in the Alpha Chapter 
rooms in Boston.  This was the second time Alpha had entertained the 
delegates, and all who were present were convinced that Sinfonia was 
very much alive.  It was at this convention that the first edition of our 
song book was projected, and the committee in charge promised to 
have the book completed before the next convention.  The next year, in 
1908, we met in Philadelphia for the second time, and the fraternal 
spirit seemed to be more manifest than ever before, due in a great 
measure no doubt to the fact that we had promised the new song 
books, and they were faithfully used at every meeting.   
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Last year, 1909, we had the pleasure of meeting at Syracuse with 
Theta in their beautiful Chapter house, and now we are looking forward 
with great expectation to meeting again with the Delta boys in Ithaca 
next May.   

One of the most important events of Sinfonia’s past history has 
been the development of its publications.  The first annual Y B 
appeared in March, 1901, the product of Alpha Chapter, supported 
heartily by Beta and Delta, and each year with one exception has wit-
nessed a great improvement both in subject matter and dress, thanks 
to out national historians, and especially are we indebted to our Broth-
er Pile for the beautiful edition of 1909, which far exceeded our most 
sanguine expectations.  Brother Kaiser has also scored a point by be-
ginning the publication of our triennial bulletin, The Mystic Cat, and 
hereafter we shall look for it as a regular visitor.   

Looking back over the past ten years of the life of Sinfonia one is 
tempted to ask, “has it paid?”  Personally I believe that it has, many, 
many times over.  The fact that hundreds of young men students have 
been brought together, yes and bound together, by friendly and mutual 
interests for life means very much, and it is a well known fact among 
the brothers that many a young man has been inspired through his 
Fraternity associations with an ambition to make the most of his life 
and in every way to be worthy the respect of his brothers.  One of the 
most beautiful spectacles is to see men mutually interested in each 
other, so much so, that like “David and Jonathan” they are ready to 
sacrifice, even to the laying down of their lives, for their brothers, and 
this is what Sinfonia has been during the past ten years, and many of 
the boys are now out in the world fighting the battle of life, making a 
place and a name for themselves, inspired to do their best by the 
thought that their brothers are deeply interested in their successes.  
And so, although Sinfonia may not have accomplished all that some of 
us who are most deeply interested in its welfare have desired, it has 
accomplished much, very much, for which we are grateful and of which 
we are proud.  Long live the Sinfonia. 

from The ΦMA Annual, IX (1910): 25–27. 
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