
 

 

The President’s Message 
(Reprinted from Sinfonia Year Book; Vol. VI; 1906.) 
 
DEAR BROTHER SINFONIANS: 

Before next May, at which time occurs our convention in Syracuse, the current Year Book 
will be in your hands chronicling another page in the History of Sinfonia, and I feel sure it will 
present another as interesting an account of Sinfonia doings as the last year’s book contained. I 
would suggest to every Brother who has not read this last Year Book, to at once possess himself a 
copy and read it carefully, and having done this, if he is not more optimistic regarding the future 
of Sinfonia, if he does not beget a stouter heart and a stronger purpose to work for the 
advancement of our beloved Fraternity towards the highest ideals of manhood, and the uplifting 
of his profession, and if he is not ever ready to give the cheering, encouraging word, and fraternal 
helping hand, then let him forever hold his peace; he has no real part with us. 

I would call especial attention to the soul-stirring message of our revered honorary Supreme 
President, whose ever helpful presence was so sadly missed from our midst at the last convention 
in Cincinnati. It would indeed be difficult to frame a message that would bring with it a greater 
inspiration to live for the highest that is in us, and by so doing, thus honor our Fraternity, than 
that of his. Would that he might be called upon every few years to serve as Supreme President, 
that we might have the benefit of more such messages. 

Sinfonia is growing along right lines, we may rejoice to say, and as an evidence of solid 
growth within and without, I would call attention to the success attained by Theta Chapter, whose 
members are to be congratulated and complimented on the result of their efforts. 

I would urge every Chapter to emulate their example, and as soon as possible to obtain a 
chapter house, for the proper kind of growth, the opportunity to broaden the scope of usefulness, 
can be obtained by each Chapter when it is settled in its own home. 

In this connection comes the suggestion of broadening the usefulness of Sinfonia by 
extending the membership beyond the walls of the institution wherein the Chapters are now 
located. This suggestion seems to breathe a spirit contrary to the last aim or purpose expressed in 
our constitution, namely, “a loyalty to Alma Mater.” However, though “Charity begins at home,” 
it will perish if limited to within the walls of home, and so possibly Sinfonia might reach out 
beyond the Alma Mater in search of good material for membership without being disloyal. 

But this suggestion needs careful consideration. Will the Brothers who intend being present at 
Syracuse think this over, and present their opinions at that meeting? 

Let us see if there be any good in it for Sinfonia. 
I heartily echo the sentiment, as expressed in the last President’s message regarding 

conservatism in selection of material for new membership. Let us take for a motto, “Absque 
labore nihil,” and “Proving all things, hold fast that which is good.” Rejoicing to be able to 
subscribe myself, “Once a Sinfonian, always a Sinfonian,”  

 I am, fraternally yours, 
  W. S. Sterling 


