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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
As Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia advances toward a new era, many Sinfonians will reflect upon 

its first hundred years with two main objectives:  To evaluate the effectiveness of the 
Fraternity in its first century, and to set the course for its future.  When making decisions 
that will positively affect the Fraternity's future, one should be aware of past changes which 
have altered the scope of Sinfonia's mission and have an understanding of the factors which 
influenced those changes.  If Sinfonia is to withstand the challenges of dynamic social and 
economic environments, yet attain the noble purposes for which it was created, it must be 
guided by the vision of its Founders. 

 
The primary mission of Sinfonia, articulated in the writings of the Fraternity's Founders 

and in the original Statement of Purpose, has changed throughout the organization's history.  
In this essay, Sinfonia's original Statement of Purpose is provided, and many of the writings 
of Sinfonia's Founders and earliest members are included so that the reader may refer to the 
words of the Fraternity's very creators to aid his understanding of why Sinfonia was created.  
Furthermore, this essay includes statements which indicate that the early members of the 
Fraternity were concerned that its future direction might stray from the purposes for which 
it was created and cautioned later generations of Sinfonians against the "invasion of false 
principles."  The primary sources for this essay were issues of the Sinfonia Yearbook and the 
Sinfonian, dating from 1909 to the present day.  In order to allow the reader to base his own 
conclusions on the published history of the organization, a minimum of personal 
commentary will accompany what is basically a compilation of articles from these sources.  

 
Many of the writings of Sinfonia's Founders and earliest members indicate that the 

primary purpose of the organization was to be a powerful spiritual movement for the 
betterment of mankind.  The Fraternity's Founders sought to develop the "manly musician" 
by providing a social atmosphere in which individuals could develop the ideals of Sinfonia in 
themselves and their Fraternity Brothers; ideals which, through their dealings with their 
fellowmen, would have a positive effect on the world.  The advancement of music in 
America appears to have been seen by the Fraternity's earliest members, not as the primary 
goal of the organization, but as the inevitable result of sending individuals who held the 
ideals of Sinfonia into the profession of music.  The advancement of music in America was 
therefore to take place primarily through the advancement of Sinfonia's ideals in musicians in 
America.  This is indicated in a 1927 history of the organization which states: 

 
The Sinfonia's purpose, interpreted into every day life, means service to one's fellow-

man.  The fraternity covets for the man who is a non-Sinfonian in the realm of music in 
America to-day a full realization that service to music is not enough, but that service to 
mankind should be the essential thing of his life. 

 
The following letter by George A. Parker, dated March 9, 1912 (Sinfonia Year Book, 1912) 

describes the influence of Sinfonian ideals upon the individual and the effect that such an 
individual might have on the profession of music: 

   
 
 



 

 6

I have no hesitancy in saying that the fraternity, with high ideals, is a power for good in  
any school, college or profession in which it may have a chapter.  It encourages a loyalty to 
the Alma Mater, inspires an ambition for superior scholarship, and promotes a feeling of 
brotherhood and mutual helpfulness among its members.  In fact, it is often the means of 
giving  the student a new vista of life in its relation to his fellowmen, and an increased sense 
of its obligations and responsibilities. 

Sinfonia stands, I believe, for such high ideals, and is rapidly coming to be a national  
organization of influence and power in the musical profession.  Such growing numbers of 
earnest musical students, as they go out into their lifework, have great possibilities of 
exerting a powerful influence on the profession which should result in a more charitable and 
fraternal spirit of good will where now is the altogether too prevalent spirit of jealousy, 
enmity and the like. 

Supreme President Percy J. Burrell's message in the 1910 Sinfonia Year Book supports this 
idea: 

  
I speak the truth when I state that to foster a movement that so promotes real 

brotherhood and musical progress among the future musicians of America reflects wisdom 
and far-sightedness on the part of those who stand at the head of our institutions of musical 
learning.  Sinfonians, you are entitled to take just pride that you are proving at last that 
musicians can be welded together in love and for mutual helpfulness and progress. 

 
The Fraternity's Founders placed paramount importance on the development of 

Sinfonian ideals in the individual.  However, throughout the organization's history, the 
increasing emphasis on the promotion of educational and professional goals has not always 
been balanced with a similar emphasis on the indoctrination of Sinfonian ideals.  Much like 
an individual who loses sight of the truly important things in life as he struggles for his own 
professional advancement, Sinfonia's spirituality has occasionally been sacrificed in the 
process of overemphasizing the educational and professional goals of the organization.     

 
The increased emphasis which has often been placed on the Fraternity's educational and 

professional goals, resulting in a transformation of Sinfonia's primary mission from one of 
sociability to one of professionalism, has more likely been the result of a desire to reject the 
negative connotations carried by classification as a "social fraternity" than the result of a 
conscious effort to diverge from the vision of Sinfonia's earliest members.  However, the 
writings of Sinfonia's Founders indicate that the ultimate goal of their concept of 
"sociability" was not to provide the type of social atmosphere in which the negative activities 
of some social organizations often take place, but to provide a forum for individuals with 
shared ideals to develop those ideals and work for Sinfonia's ultimate goal:  the betterment 
of mankind.  The individual who recognizes this higher purpose and embraces the true 
concept of "sociability" as the opportunity to develop devotion to Sinfonia's spiritual ideals 
in himself and his Fraternity Brother may take pride in referring to Sinfonia as the "social" 
Fraternity which its Founders intended it to be rather than masking this valuable aspect of 
the organization by overemphasizing its professional objectives.  When challenged by 
association with the negative actions of other social organizations, Sinfonia can then serve as 
an example of what a social fraternity should be, rather than responding to the challenge by 
denying its status as a social fraternity. 
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Individuals who have affected a change in the scope of Sinfonia's mission over the years 
have often justified their actions by declaring the importance of remaining on the path set 
out upon by the Fraternity's Founders, but have rarely, if ever, provided the actual writings 
of these men in support of their arguments.  Thus, it appears that the organization has 
always felt an obligation to remain true to the vision of its Founders, but it is unclear 
whether it has always had a thorough understanding of that vision.  It is therefore 
conceivable that those individuals who affected a change in the scope of Sinfonia's mission, 
while declaring the importance of remaining faithful to the vision of the Fraternity's 
Founders, were unaware that they were possibly straying from that vision.  Their efforts, 
which transformed the Fraternity's primary mission from one of sociability to one of 
professionalism, are not likely to have been the result of a conscious effort or desire to 
depart from the vision of the Founders.   

 
Sinfonia has worthy educational and professional goals and must continue to strive to 

achieve them, but the emphasis on these objectives must always be balanced by placing equal 
or greater emphasis on the higher purposes of the order.  If Sinfonia is to achieve the 
purposes for which it was created, future decisions which affect the scope of its mission 
must be based upon a familiarity with the vision of its Founders and earliest members, an 
awareness of the changes in the scope of its mission, and an understanding of the influences 
which have induced those changes.  This essay provides information, taken primarily from 
the published documents of the Fraternity, from which the reader may attain such an 
understanding.  It seeks to place the history of the organization in a perspective from which 
we can learn and proceed, always waving the banner of Sinfonia with the vision of its 
Founders in the forefront of our minds.  It is the author's sincere wish that the reader will be 
inspired to seek the truth so that our Fraternity may have final attainment of the noble vision 
and ideals of its Founders.   

 
So let it be for SINFONIA. 
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THE VISION OF OUR FOUNDERS 
 

 
The earliest and strongest indications of the purpose behind the founding of Sinfonia 

can be found by examining the earliest records of its existence.  The following is taken from 
the circular which was put into the hands of all the male students of the New England 
Conservatory of Music during the month of September, 1898, and which is described in the 
1937 Sinfonian as being "at the bottom of it all."  The circular read: 

 
You are cordially invited to be present at an informal reception given by the "Old Boys" 

of the New England Conservatory to the "New Boys" in Elocution Hall, New England 
Conservatory of Music on Thursday evening, September 22, 1898.  A jolly good time is 
anticipated.  Don't miss it.  Curtain rises at 7:30. 

 

 George S. Dunham, Chairman John F. Hartwell 
 F. Leslie Stone   Eustace B. Rice 
 Henry T. Wade   Howard R. Wood, 
      Committee 
 
The minutes of the first meeting, often described as Sinfonia's "birth certificate," indicate 

that the primary object of the organization was sociability:   
   

Minutes of meeting Oct. 6 / 98 
 

Mr. Wade was appointed chairman. 
Report of comm. on suggestions as to 
what the club should do with itself, was 

 accepted. 
 
Voted that a club be organized, to which 

shall be eligible, any male student 
of the N.E.C. 

 
Voted that the primary object of the 

 club be sociability. 
 
The election of officers was proceeded 

 with..... 
 
 The primary object of the Fraternity was thus stated as being sociability.  This is 

consistent with the primary purpose of the Fraternity at the time which was "to develop the 
best and truest fraternal spirit."  The following Articles of Incorporation of "The Sinfonia 
Fraternity of America" are evidence that the early Founders (including Ossian E. Mills) 
whose names are signed in witness thereof, regarded this to be Sinfonia's primary purpose: 

  
WHEREAS, the members of "The Sinfonia Fraternity of America" an unincorporated 

body, founded in the City of Boston, Mass., on April 18th, 1901, and organized for the 
purpose of developing the best and truest fraternal spirit, the mutual welfare and benefit of 
musical students, the advancement of music in America, and loyalty to the alma mater, desire 
to become incorporated..... 
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Now, therefore, to fulfill the desire of said fraternity, expressed as aforesaid, do certify as 
follows, namely... 

 
(2) That the purposes for which said fraternity was organized, and the particular objects 

for which the corporation is to be formed, was and is to develop the best and truest fraternal 
spirit, the mutual welfare and benefit of musical students, the advancement of music in 
America, and loyalty to the alma mater. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have executed this certificate in duplicate this 20th day 

of May, 1904. 
 
Ossian E. Mills, Earl G. Killeen, 
Geo. C. Williams, Gilbert R. Combs, 
W.S. Sterling, Ralph Howard Pendleton. 

 
Sinfonia's purposes thereafter appeared in Fraternity publications as follows: 
 

The object of this Fraternity shall be for the  
development of the best and truest fraternal  
spirit; the mutual welfare and brotherhood of  
musical students; the advancement of music in 
America, and a loyalty to the Alma Mater. 

 
Supreme President Percy J. Burrell's message in the 1913 Sinfonia Year Book reiterated the 

fact that the Fraternity's "chief purpose" was "for the development of the best and truest 
fraternal spirit."  Burrell wrote: 

 
To measure the growth of brotherly feeling is a difficult task.  Mathematics and scales  

cannot do it.  Yet you know and I know that right in this direction has been our greatest  
progress.  Let us rejoice in our consciousness of this fact and determine that our chief 
purpose is the development of the truest fraternal spirit.  Herein each and every brother can 
help to increase  Sinfonia's weight; he can be a truer brother to-day that yesterday and on to-
morrow than to-day.   

Unless brothers in the chapter know that they are more charitable and generous, more 
decent and more all-round better men within a fraternity than they would be outside of one - 
then indeed such men belong outside.  A personal consciousness of the possession of a 
Sinfonia idea and ideal and a practical exemplification in daily life are the proof positive that 
one is a Sinfonian indeed. 

 
The following letters appear in the 1937 Sinfonian under the heading, ""Essences:  

Sinfonians briefly tell what our Fraternity has meant to them."  These quotes are further 
indications that early members of Sinfonia regarded the sociability of students as the 
Fraternity's foremost purpose: 

   
I firmly believe that every man in School should be a Sinfonian if he is interested in 

music.  When a man in my orchestra joins Sinfonia it pleases me for selfish reasons.  I know 
that he will be happy in his association with others of mutual interests and consequently 
work with more enthusiasm.  From long experience I know he will be more reliable and give 
me better musical results.  That is one of the things I like about Sinfonia. 

     Rex Underwood, Head of Orchestra Dept., 
     Univ. of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 
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What has Sinfonia meant to me?  Pleasant social contacts, enduring friendships, and 

noble musical ideals.  Past generations have determined by careful selection the quality of 
Sinfonia's membership.  May we choose as wisely, "Long live Sinfonia." 

     Rexford Keller, Epsilon, Head of Music Dept., 
     Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio 
 
Socially we know little of our brother musician.  Sinfonia, as a Fraternity, has supplied 

this social medium.  Sinfonia has made it possible for the manly musician to know his 
neighbor, and knowing him, has found him a right top sort.  Long Live Sinfonia!   

     Howard Kirkpatrick.  Dean of Music,  
     Univ. of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
I think one of the finest things I can say for Sinfonia is that to me it has always been an 

association of fine, kindred spirits.  I count some of my closest and dearest friends as 
members of Sinfonia. 

     Ernest G. Hesser  Head of Music Dept., 
     New York University, N.Y. City 
 
Most musicians need socialization.  A musician who possesses a fine equipment for his 

chosen profession may nevertheless fail to make his mark because he does not understand 
how to  get along with his fellow workers.  Sinfonia has filled this need for hundreds of 
young musicians, and I feel it is one of its greatest contributions. 

     Newton H. Pashley, Nu,  Concert Organist   
     San Francisco, Calif. 
 
Sinfonia has been a distinct benefit to our students.  It has welded together their 

common interests, broadened their outlook and inspired them with higher ideals.   
     Edward Kurtz, Beta Nu, Head of Music Dept.,  
     Iowa State Teachers College, Cedar Falls, Iowa 
 

The following account of the Formation of the Sinfonia (FMA) Alumni Club of New 
York City (1913 Sinfonia Year Book) by Coleman Dudley Frank, President, is an indication 
that a primary objective of the organization was to provide ideas and support to collegiate 
chapters: 

  
Beyond a doubt the most significant event of the year 1913 in the history of our beloved 

fraternity was the establishment of the Sinfonia (FMA) Alumni Club of New York City...   
The membership is now recruited and is bound always to be from every chapter  

of the fraternity.  Here about the festal board they foregather and discuss fraternity 
problems; some national in scope, some purely local, and thru the exchange of ideas each 
member has a new message to send to his chapter "at home" to solve the little difficulties 
that beset it... 

We members of the Sinfonia Club, have a stern sense of the might of its mission.   
Having all been active workers in our local chapters, we want to see, in the more detailed 
and practical ways, the development of the Sinfonia ideals... 

 
Fred V. Bruns' article, "The Sinfonian's Scope and Mission" (1911 Sinfonia Year Book), 

indicates that the Fraternity had "far-reaching" ideals beyond the scholastic and character 
ideals of other fraternities.  That purpose was to spread the beauty of Sinfonia's ideals 
throughout the world: 
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As men educated in the beautiful, we are going into a comingling with men of little or  
no artistic development.  Many fraternities have high scholastic and character ideals, and 
they expect from their output visible effects upon their associates with their fellow.  We too, 
have these ideals and, in addition, further and more far-reaching ones. 

The trained musician having behind him culture, broad intellectual equipment and  
sterling character, can do a wonderful good in the world of men.  Like the others of his 
fraternity, brothers in other bodies, he should be a leader and a constructor along improved 
thoughts and practices, but unlike them, he has a special gift - he has a message from the 
beautiful for them. 

 
Aside from its chief purposes of promoting sociability and instilling ideals in the 

individual, Sinfonia had practical educational goals.  The Fraternity's primary educational 
goal was to provide a forum in which Brothers could freely criticize one another's work in an 
effort to improve it.  Professor G. E. Schwartz, who assisted in preparing the Boston 
Conservatory Chapter for final acceptance, wrote in the 1910 Sinfonian concerning the 
infancy of the chapter at the New England Conservatory of Music: 

 
At that time, music schools were mostly girls' schools.  However, about thirty of us who  

were more socially minded decided that we, as men, should be considered on a basis equal to 
that of the girls... 

The outstanding experiences to me that we boys enjoyed were the many meetings at the  
home of Mr. Chadwick, then head of the conservatory.  He gave us inspiring talks, mostly 
about men's music clubs in Germany, where the students would get together to present their 
individual compositions only to have them literally torn to pieces by the most adverse 
criticism.  The severity of their experiences had a great deal to do with their successes as 
students.  I have always felt that such advice and ideas as these by Mr. Chadwick were most 
invaluable, and have always remembered them and passed them along... 

The ideas of Mr. Chadwick were felt much more closely in the organization at that time,  
and his idea was to have the social and educational aspects combined, and to allow criticism 
of a free sort to be a supreme purpose of the organization. 

 
 Another indication of Sinfonia's primary object being sociability, Ralph Howard 

Pendleton's account of "Sinfonia in its Infancy" (Sinfonia Year Book, 1910) describes how 
Sinfonia filled a social need for the student: 

 
[The club] seemed to fill a place and enter a field of usefulness that had never been  

developed before.  It received the co-operation of the Conservatory faculty and management 
from its conception; its social entertainments were many and its social engagements were not 
far between.  Sinfonia grew to be a power for good to the student, far from his home, 
perhaps, and in a large and strange city.  The club room offered an attractive spot, evenings, 
for games, books and stories.  The pipe was lit, the song sung and student life was made a 
merry one... 

 
Perhaps the most accurate description of Sinfonia's purpose can be found in the words 

of its Founding Father, Ossian Evertt Mills.  Mills' account of "Sinfonia-Yesterday" (Sinfonia 
Year Book, 1910), demonstrates that he saw the brotherhood of men as the primary benefit 
of the organization he created: 

  
I shall now give you a brief historical account of Sinfonia, dating from the time of our  

first convention, which was held on April 16 to 20, in the Alpha Chapter rooms in Boston. 
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There were present full delegations from the three then existing Chapters.  Alpha, Beta  
and Delta.  This was one of the most interesting conventions in the history of Sinfonia, as it  
witnessed the merging of the old Sinfonia Club which had been in existence since  

October 6, 1898 into the Sinfonia Fraternity, "a secret and national male student's 
musical  fraternity, the only one of its kind in America. 

Looking back over the past ten years of the life of Sinfonia one is tempted to ask, "has is 
paid?"  Personally I believe that it has, many, many times over.  The fact that hundreds of 
young men students have been brought together, yes and bound together, by friendly and 
mutual interests for life means very much, and it is a well known fact among the brothers 
that many a young man has been inspired through his Fraternity associations with an 
ambition to make the most of his life and in every way to be worthy the respect of his 
brothers.  One of the most beautiful spectacles is to see men mutually interested in each 
other, so much so, that like "David and Jonathan" they are ready to sacrifice, even to the 
laying down of their lives, for their brothers, and this is what Sinfonia has been during the 
past ten years, and many of the boys are now out in the world fighting the battle of life, 
making a place and a name for themselves, inspired to do their best by the thought that their 
brothers are deeply interested in their successes... 

 
Roy J. Buell's article, "Sinfonia-To-Morrow" (Sinfonia Year Book, 1910) indicates that the 

Fraternity exists for "the betterment of humankind" and for the strength that one gathers 
from his fellowmen: 

 
"No man liveth wholly unto himself."  Synonymous with the truth of this old saying is 

Fraternalism.  Since then, fraternalism does and must exist, men decree, in some cases - 
Sinfonians, at least - that it shall be for the betterment of humankind. 

The world today demands specialists.  He who would succeed let him be a specialist.  He 
who would succeed rapidly let him fraternize with others following his chosen specialty.  
Therein we have the motive which prompted good Father Mills and his contemporaries to 
found, just ten years ago, Sinfonia Fraternity.  Man grows strong through contact with 
fellowmen.  If they be of the kind seeking to tread a path parallel to his, and a fraternal bond 
links him to his brother,  added strength is given him, and a greater zeal fills his soul for the 
"onward push."  He knows a brother hand is ever ready to be extended across the way to aid 
him should he stumble and fall.  It lends a feeling of security to his footsteps. 

 
In the following article, "Fraternal Spirit" (1909 Sinfonia Year Book), Augusta P. Palm 

speaks about the benefits of brotherhood: 
 

 The brother and fellow worker for musical art who has suffered a heart-breaking  
disappointment shall take his stand behind the invincible breastwork of brotherhood, and 
shall have fraternal spirit as a solace and a joy through the days and hours that would 
otherwise prove  lonely and fill a brooding soul with bitterness.  He shall find, this brother of 
ours, an inspiration in Sinfonia, and everything connected with it, that will mature his talent 
and give him a footing in the gentle but exacting sphere of art. 

 
Supreme President Percy J. Burrell's message in the 1911 Sinfonia Year Book gives an idea 

of the potential that Sinfonian ideals can have upon the world: 
  

The historian Gibbon once wrote:  "Every man receives two educations - the one he 
gets from others, and the more valuable one that he gets from himself."  Sinfonia affords the 
latter sort, for first she teaches a man the brother idea, and next the brother acts it out in life.  He 
has been preached to, now he practices.  The fraternity man should feel his fraternity as a 
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personal epoch in his life.  Instead of throwing cobble stones at one another, we are picking up 
precious stones and clasping hands... 

We cannot explain everything, but we know that because of Sinfonia we have been  
living our brotherhood life and not merely our routine lives.  To understand one another 
better means less discord, less strife, less war. 

 
Finally, the power of Sinfonia is probably best expressed in the words of Ossian E. Mills, 

who wrote of the possibilities of Sinfonia in regard to the development of manhood and the 
personal influence which men could have on one another.  On March 15, 1912, Mills wrote: 

 
The future possibilities of our beloved fraternity will depend, I believe, entirely upon the  

individual membership.  The type of man you and I are, the personal influence that radiates 
from our lives, will be the power to make or unmake the men with whom we are now 
associated or who shall come after us.  If we are men of low ideals or no ideals, it is folly to 
expect much of worth from the organization.  Personally, I look upon a fraternity, as not 
only a social body, but  an educational influence.  Our business is the making of men; and 
the all-important question for us "Are Sinfonians any better for being Sinfonians?  Do they 
leave our portals physically, mentally, morally stronger, cleaner, purer - in fact more worthy 
men than when they enter?"  If not, then the Sinfonia Fraternity has no excuse for existing 
and for making such large drafts on our time, our energy and our means. 

Our fraternity was founded on broad, uplifting, ennobling principles; principles which  
we are wont to hear rehearsed from time to time until they become very familiar to us.  But, 
do they clutch us, do they become molding influences in our lives? 

Brother, come with me aside "into the silence" for a moment and let us seriously  
consider the mystic meaning of each letter of our beloved S-I-N-F-O-N-I-A.  Is there not 
enough here to develop the highest type of manhood?  If only we will, with the deepest 
sincerity, allow these mystic meanings to sink deep into our hearts, they will surely inspire us 
to noble attainment; then there will be no limit to the glorious "possibilities of our 
fraternity."  So, let us, you and I, for the sake of our brother man, individually strive by 
example and influence to lift the standard of thought and conduct from the low level of 
selfishness and self-indulgence up to the lofty realms of aspirational thought and self-denial. 

This it is to be a man of the highest type.  To be and not seem; to do and not simply to  
talk; to have the right ideal, the true motive and patiently to transform conduct in accordance  
with it.  So let it be for SINFONIA." 

 
Thus, the earliest records of the Fraternity's existence and the writings of its Founders, 

particularly those of Ossian E. Mills and Percy J. Burrell, indicate that the that the primary 
object of Sinfonia was sociability, and its chief purpose was for "the development of the best 
and truest fraternal spirit."  These objectives placed the utmost importance on the 
development of Sinfonian ideals in the individual, the support gained through other 
individuals who share the same ideals, and as the ultimate objective, the betterment of 
mankind.   
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EARLY WARNINGS 
 
 
Sinfonia's earliest members were concerned about the future of the organization which 

they had placed so carefully on the correct path.  In the following article on "Expansion" 
(Sinfonia Year Book, 1910), Frederick V. Bruns  cautions against initiating the man who does 
not "conform to Sinfonia standards": 

 
But in our efforts to grow and to become great, conservatism of a rational order should  

be observed.  We should fear above all things a promiscuous rushing into unknown fields 
where a first impression seems to indicate a fair opening.  A "prospect" having been 
unearthed the most careful scrutiny should be given each man, and then the body of men in 
view, that they conform absolutely to Sinfonia standards.  We can make good men out of 
fair material, but it is far better to be sure that they are well along in the "fair" state before 
we start the reconstruction process.  A fraternity can do much for a man, but not everything.  
Let the selection of new men be on the basis of what they really are now and what the 
probable influence of our brotherhood will make them. 

Then let us strive to interest all of our active and alumni brothers in the great work of  
logical expansion and let the watchword be "Growth  - vigorous and lasting, but not at the  
expense of true Sinfonia manhood. 

 
In the Spring, 1941 Sinfonian, Harold G. Pile wrote of the destructive capabilities of false 

principles: 
  

How often must we observe with regret that any human-made society seems so easy a  
prey to the invasion of false principles?  No matter how carefully and wisely its founders 
may have labored, it is almost inevitable that leaders will arise whose personal feelings draw 
them away from the standard set in the beginning. 

 
Finally, in an article entitled "Sinfonia-To-Morrow," (Sinfonia Year Book, 1910), Roy J. 

Buell spoke to later generations of Sinfonians in an attempt to insure that the future of the 
order would remain on the pathway set out upon by its Founders:   

 
The future success of an organization depends upon the amount of fraternal spirit  

manifest within it, and a fact which permits the drawing of conviction.  The one, 
fraternalism, creates the spirit which daily moves us to do things, which only become things 
of the past with  the arrival of tomorrow.  One revolves about the other; a machine, if you 
will. 

We who are in charge of this machine today have been left a heritage by those who built  
it.  With this heritage came a responsibility.  Nothing is worthy unless a responsibility attends 
it.  Let us then be about our duties, oiling and polishing this machine, keeping its valves clear 
of rust and looking to it that every bolt and screw is taut.  They left it us in this condition.  
Shall it go neglected?  The shame of it!  The pride of its well-keptness urges us forward.  
Therein may be found some assurance at least that tomorrow shall be as today." 
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PHI MU ALPHA SINFONIA, MUSIC EDUCATION FRATERNITY ? 
 
 

Throughout Sinfonia's history, the scope of the Fraternity's mission has been 
transformed.  The following speech by Sinfonia's National President, Harry Robert Wilson, 
was given at a meeting of the National Music Council in New York, January 6, 1965 
(reprinted in The Sinfonian, March, 1965): 

 
Membership to Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity is not limited to music students.   

Young men who are majoring in other areas may join the fraternity if they show an interest 
in music and fulfill the other obligations for membership.  All members are expected to be 
devoted to the development of musical culture in our country.  Moreover, it is a fraternity 
that is  associated with the music programs in our colleges.  Therefore, it is not only a music 
fraternity  but also an education fraternity.  The program of the fraternity should 
supplement and ally itself with the music programs in our colleges.  Consequently, it is a 
unique position to make a marked contribution to our musical culture... 

...As stated earlier Phi Mu Alpha is not only a music fraternity but also an education 
fraternity.  Therefore it is directly concerned with these general issues in education. 

 
At the time when changes were being made to the mission of the Fraternity which 

emphasized the advancement of music education, many of the organization's officers were 
also officers of educational organizations such as the National Association of Schools of 
Music (NASM), Music Educators National Conference (MENC) and Music Teachers 
National Association (MTNA).  For many years, a great number of the Fraternity's National 
Presidents, Executive Committeemen and Province Governors held influential positions 
with the aforementioned organizations.   

 
Between 1950 and 1975, ten National Presidents of MENC were Sinfonians.  One of 

these men was a Province Governor, and another served as Sinfonia's National President.  
Sinfonians served as Presidents of the Northwest MENC, the Western Division of MENC, 
and the North Carolina MENC, and one of Sinfonia's National Presidents was a Past 
President of the Southwestern Division of MENC.  In addition, twenty-one Province 
Governors were also members of MENC (one of whom was nominated for MENC 
Presidency, one of whom later served as Chairman of the Commission on Standards and 
National President of Sinfonia, and another who also served as National President of 
Sinfonia).  These are conservative estimates based solely upon articles which appear in The 
Sinfonian, and are in no way intended to reflect the full extent of the shared membership 
between Sinfonia and aforementioned educational organizations.   

 
Between 1951 and 1996, three National Presidents of MTNA were Sinfonians, and two 

First Vice-Presidents and one Second Vice-President of MTNA were Sinfonians (one of 
whom also served as Program Chairman of MTNA).  Sinfonians served as Recording 
Secretary, Treasurer and Executive Secretary of MTNA.  One Province Governor served as 
Vice-President of the Southwestern Division of MTNA, and two others were members of 
MTNA (one of these men served as Chairman of MTNA's National Choral Committee).  
One of Sinfonia's Province Governors and later National President was a member of 
MTNA.  One Executive Secretary of MTNA was a Sinfonian, and one Executive Director 
of Sinfonia later served as Executive Director of MTNA. 
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Between 1959 and 1974, eight NASM Presidents were Sinfonians (one of whom served 

as Sinfonia's Executive Secretary), two NASM Vice-Presidents, one Treasurer and two 
Secretaries were Sinfonians.  One National President of Sinfonia served simultaneously as 
Treasurer and Editor of NASM and was elected, while acting as Sinfonia's National 
President, to the Presidency of NASM.  One member of Sinfonia's Commission on 
Professional Activities served as the Executive Secretary of NASM, and the Chairman of the 
Commission on Standards was a past member of the Independent School Commission on 
NASM.  One Province Governor was a member of the Commission on Curricula of NASM.  
At one time, nearly every officer of NASM was also a Sinfonian, as the January, 1963 
Sinfonian announced, "Each of NASM's new Officers, with the exception of Sister M. 
Gabriella, is a Sinfonian...  Of the 22 men who were listed on the official program, 17 are 
Sinfonians."  Even before that time, many of the officers of NASM were Sinfonians.  An 
article on NASM by Burnet C. Tuthill in the Spring, 1952 Sinfonian, states: 

  
During the 27 years of its existence NASM has been fortunate in the high quality of  

leadership which it has enjoyed and no account of its activity would be complete without at 
least the mention of its presidents...  [Five Presidents and Four Treasurers are named]... 

NASM is fortunate in being able to retain the active interest and the wisdom of its older  
members to train those who must follow.  Most of the men active in the Association are  
Sinfonians... only three of the names mentioned herein are not Sinfonians.   

 
Between 1953 and 1975, thirteen Province Governors were members of state Music 

Educators Associations.  Four of these men served as Presidents of their state Music 
Educators Associations, one as Secretary-Treasurer, and one as a member of an Executive 
Board of a state Music Educators Association. 

 
Between 1950 and 1975, eighteen Province Governors had served in various music 

education organizations such as the National Education Association, the American 
Association of University Professors, the Music Teachers National Conference, the Texas 
Association of Music Schools, the Louisiana Music Teachers Association, The Ketucky 
Music Teachers Association, the Wisconsin Music Educators Conference, the Oklahoma 
Music Teachers Association, the Academic Music Panel of the U.S. Department of State's 
Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs, and national honorary education fraternities.  A 
member of Sinfonia's Commission on Professional Activities was a former member of the 
New York State Education Department.  Five Sinfonians served as National President of the 
American String Teachers Association.  

 
The following is a list of Sinfonians, many of them National Officers or Province 

Governors, and their roles in NASM, MENC, MTNA and other organizations dedicated to 
music education.  The dates which appear by the names refer to the issue of the Sinfonian in 
which the information appears.  This list is by no means a complete representation of 
Sinfonians and their organizational affiliations, but it does give an indication of the great 
extent to which leaders in the Fraternity were involved in organizations with educational 
objectives.  This involvement was concurrent with an increased emphasis being placed on 
the Fraternity's educational goals.   
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Music Educators National Conference (MENC) 
 
Dr. Archie N. Jones:  National President  
     -  Past President of the Southwestern Division of MENC  (1950)  
 
Dr. T. Smith McCorkle:  Province 9 Governor 
     -  Chairman of the String Division, Southwest MENC (1950) 
 
Kenneth Kincheloe:  Province 16 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC (1951) 
 
Dr. Luther A. Richman:  Province 3 Governor 
     -  Past President of MENC  
     -  Past President of the Southern Conference of MENC (1951) 
 
Carl M. Neumeyer:  Province 5 Governor, National President 
     -  Member of MENC  (1952) 
 
Max A. Mitchell:  Province 8 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC (1953) 
 
Kenneth Cuthbert:  Province 20 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC (1953) 
 
Bill Sur 
     -  President of the North Carolina MENC  (1959) 
 
Carlton Chaffee:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1959) 
     
Arnold Caswell:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1959) 
 
Dr. Allen P. Britton:  Former Province 2 Governor 
     -  National President of MENC  (1961) 
 
Robert Schmitt:  Past President of the Sinfonia Foundation. 
     -  Spoke of the foundation and its need for active support at the Northwest MENC 
        meeting (March 16, 1961) 
 
Dr. Frank D'Andrea 
     -  President of the Northwest MENC (1961) 
 
A. D. Lekvold:  Province 3 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC (1962) 
 
Alex H. Zimmerman 
     -  MENC National President (1963)   
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Max Dalby 
     -  Past President of the Western Division of MENC  (1963) 
 
William B. McBride:  National President 
     -  MENC Past National President (1964) 
 
Robert A. Choate 
     -  MENC Past National President (1964) 
 
Ralph Rush 
     -  MENC Past National President (1964) 
 
Charles Dennis 
     -  MENC Past National President (1964) 
 
Dr. J. Curtis Shake:  Province 17 Governor 
     -  In charge of the program of the Eastern Division meeting of MENC (February 6, 

1965) 
 
Robert C. Soule:  Province 1 Governor 
     -  Speaker at the Eastern Division meeting of MENC (February 6, 1965) 
 
Dr. Wilbur D. Fullbright:  Province 1 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1965) 
 
Dr. Paul Van Bodegraven 
     -  National President of MENC (1965) 
 
Dr. J. E. Duncan:  Province 25 Governor 
     -  Hosted meal during the Southern MENC convention (March 10-14, 1965) 
 
Wiley L. Housewright 
     -  President of MENC  (1967) 
 
Allen Downs:  Province 16 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1969) 
 
Dr. Maurice I. Laney:  Chairman of the Commission on Standards (1969), Province 
Governor (1971), National President (1982) 
     -  Member of MENC. 
 
Dr. Charles L Gary 
     -  Executive Secretary of MENC  (1968) 
 
Donald W. Byo:  Province 30 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1968) 
 
Warner Imig:  Province 10 Governor 
     -  Nominated for MENC Presidency (1969)  
 
Dr. Rohrs:  Province 29 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1970) 
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Larry G. Curtis:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1971) 
 
G. Lowry Riggins:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC (1971) 
 
Robert E. Bays 
     -  Nominated for MENC Presidency 
     -  Former President of the Southern Division of MENC  (1972) 
 
Charles H. Benner  
     -  Former President of the North Central Division of MENC 
     -  Nominated for MENC Presidency  (1972) 
 
Reid Poole 
     -  Nominated for Presidency of the Southern Division of MENC  (1972) 
 
Gomer Pound 
     -  Nominated for Presidency of the Southern Division of MENC  (1972) 
 
Max Ervin 
     -  Nominated for Presidency of the Western Division of MENC  (1972) 
 
Harold Goodman 
     -  Nominated for Presidency of the Western Division of MENC  (1972) 
 
Dr. Richard Von Grabow:  Province 26 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1973) 
 
Dr. Harold Bauer:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC (1973) 
 
Charles Benner 
     -  President of MENC (1974) 
 
Paul R. Lehman  
     -  Nominated for MENC Presidency  (1973) 
 
Dr. Robert H. Klotman 
     -  President of MENC (1976-78) 
 
Dr. William Carl Dominik :  Province 11 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1975) 
 
Robert W. Hartwell:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1975) 
 
Dr. William B. Dederer:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1975) 
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Donald Vogel:  Province 30 Governor 
     -  Member of MENC  (1977) 
 
 
Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) 
 
Dr. Archie M. Jones:  National President 
     -  Simultaneously served as president of Sinfonia and president of the Texas Music 

Teachers Association  (1950) 
 
Dr. Luther A. Richman:  Province 3 Governor 
     -  Past Vice-President of MTNA (1951) 
 
Allen Britton:  Province 2 Governor 
     -  Member of MTNA (1951) 
 
Carl M. Neumeyer:  Province 5 Governor, National President 
     -  Member of MTNA (1952) 
 
Max A. Mitchell:  Province 8 Governor 
     -  Member of MTNA (1953) 
 
Joseph Blankenship:  Province 31 Governor 
     -  Vice-President of the Southwestern Division of MTNA (1962)  
 
Orville Shetney:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of MTNA  (1962) 
 
Dr. Duane Branigan 
     -  National President of MTNA (1963) 
 
Dr. James B. Peterson 
     -  National President of MTNA (1963) 
     -  First Vice-President of MTNA (1963) 
     -  MTNA Program Chairman (1963)   
 
Charles W. Bolen 
     -  Second Vice-President of MTNA  (1963) 
 
John H. Lowell 
     -  Recording Secretary of MTNA  (1963) 
 
Allen I. McHose 
     -  Treasurer of MTNA  (1963) 
 
S. Turner Jones 
     -  Executive Secretary of MTNA  (1963) 
 
G. William Fahrer, Jr. 
     -  Executive Secretary of MTNA (1964).  
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Donald Bellah:  Province Governor 
     -  Emceed Sinfonia luncheon at MTNA conference (March 31, 1965) 
 
Russell Mathis:  Province 8 Governor 
     -  Chairman of the National Choral Committee for MTNA  (1965) 
 
Dr. Willis F. Ducrest 
     -  First Vice-President  (1963) 
     -  President of MTNA (1965) 
 
Dr. Wilbur D. Fullbright:  Province 1 Governor 
     -  Member of MTNA  (1965) 
 
Donald Vogel:  Province 30 Governor 
     -  Member of MTNA  (1977) 
 
Dr. Maurice I. Laney:  Chairman of the Commission on Standards (1969), Province 
Governor (1971), National President (1982) 
     -  Member of MTNA 
 
Dr. Gary L. Ingle:  National Executive Director   
     -  Later Executive Director of MTNA (1996) 
 
 
National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) 
  
Dr. Earl V. Moore  
     -  NASM's third President  (1959)  
 
Dr. Howard Hanson  
     -  NASM's fourth President  (1959) 
 
Price Doyle:  Executive Secretary 
     -  NASM's sixth President (1959) 
 
Thomas A. Gorton 
     -  NASM President  (1959) 
 
Dr. Duane A. Branigan 
     -  NASM Vice-President (1959) 
 
Burnet C. Tuthill 
     -  NASM Secretary  (1959) 
 
Dr. Thomas W. Williams 
     -  NASM secretary  (1959) 
 
Dr. Frank B. Jordon  
     -  NASM Treasurer  (1959) 
 
E. William Doty 
     -  NASM President  (1959) 
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Luther O. Leavengood  
     -  NASM Chairman, Commission on Ethics  (1959) 
 
Roy Underwood 
     -  Commission on Curricula of NASM (1959) 
 
Leigh Gerdine 
     -  Graduate Commission of NASM  (1959) 
 
George Howerton 
     -  Graduate Commission of NASM  (1959)  
 
Dr. C. B. Hunt, Jr. 
     -  NASM President  (1962) 
 
Dr. LaVahn Maesch 
     -  NASM Second Vice-President  (1962) 
 
Cecil W. Munk:  Province 30 Governor 
     -  Member of the Commission on Curricula of NASM  (1963) 
 
Carl M. Neumeyer:  National President  
     -  Treasurer and Editor for NASM (while serving as Sinfonia's National President )  

(1965) 
     -  Elected NASM President (while serving as Sinfonia's National President)  (1969) 
 
Dr. C.B. Hunt, Jr. 
     -  President of NASM (1965) 
     -  Speaker at Sinfonia's luncheon at annual meeting of NASM (1968). 
 
David Leget:  Commission on Professional Activities 
     -  Executive Secretary of NASM  (1970) 
 
Leo Heim:  Chairman of the Commission on Standards 
     -  Past Chairman, member of the Independent Schools Commission of NASM  (1974) 
 
 
State Music Educators Associations 
 
Everett Timm:  Province 14 Governor 
     -  Secretary-Treasurer of the Louisiana Music Educators Association  (1952) 
 
Elwyn Schwartz:  Province 18 Governor 
     -  Past President of the California Music Educators Association 
     -  Past President of the Idaho Music Educators Association (1953) 
 
A. D. Lekvold:  Province 3 Governor 
     -  President of the Southwest District of the Ohio Music Educators Association 

(OMEA). 
     -  State President of OMEA for a two year term 
     -  State competitions chairman of OMEA for two years 
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-  Presented with a plaque at the Ohio Music Educators convention in Cleveland 
(December, 1961) for distinguished service to Music Education in Ohio. 

 
Donald W. Byo:  Province 30 Governor 
     -  President of the District Five Ohio Music Educators Association  (1968) 
 
Dr. Glenn Fulbright:  Province 25 Governor 
     -  Held several offices in the Kentucky Music Educators Association  (1971) 
 
Richard Farrell:  Province Governor 
     -  Past-President of the Kentucky Music Educators Association  (1971) 
 
Charles H. Benner  
     -  Former President of the Ohio Music Education Association  (1972) 
 
Hoover Fisher:  Province Governor 
     -  Past President of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association  (1973) 
 
Dr. Harold Bauer:  Province Governor 
     -  Former member of the Executive Board of California Music Education Association -      
        Southern Section  (1973) 
 
Dr. William Carl Dominik :  Province 11 Governor  
     -  Member of the California Music Educators Association  (1975) 
 
Robert W. Hartwell:  Province Governor (1975) 
     -  Member of the Kentucky Music Educators Association. 
 
David Irving::  Province 9 Governor 
     -  Member of the Texas Music Educators Association  (1982) 
 
Ernest C. Thompson:  Province 11 Governor 
     -  Adjudication chairman for Bay Section California Music Educators Association  (1983) 
 
Donald E. Casey:  Province 28 Governor 
     -  Research associate for the Illinois Music Educators Association  (1983) 
 
 
National Music Council 
 
Howard Hanson:  National Honorary Member 
     -  President of the National Music Council (1965) 
 
Edwin Hughes:  National Honorary Member 
     -  Executive Secretary of the National Music Council (1965) 
 
Harry R. Wilson:  National President (1965);  National Honorary Member 
     -  Spoke at the meeting of the National Music Council (1965)   
 
 
Emile Serposs:  Province 33 Governor;  National President (1979) 
     -  Head of the Music Education Division of the National Music Council (1974) 
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Various Organizations 
 
Dr. T. Smith McCorkle:  Province 9 Governor 
     -  Three-term President of the Texas Association of Music Schools (1950) 
 
A. D. Lekvold:  Province 3 Governor 
     -  Chairman of the Southwest Ohio Music Festival for twelve years. 
     -  Member of NEA, CBDNA, and the American Association of University Professors. 
 
Don McCathren 
     -  Chairman of the Mid-East Instrumental Music Conference. 
 
Max A. Mitchell:  Province 8 Governor 
     -  Past President of Oklahoma Music Teachers Association  (1953) 
 
Donald W. Bellah:  Province 32 Governor 
     -  Former member of the Executive Board of Texas Association of Music Schools.  

(1962) 
 
Duane Haskell 
     -  Past President of the American String Teachers Association  (1963) 
 
Ernest R. Harris 
     -  Past President of the American String Teachers Association  (1963) 
 
Frank Hill 
     -  Past President of the American String Teachers Association  (1963) 
 
Gerald Doty 
     -  Past President of the American String Teachers Association  (1963) 
 
Robert Klotman 
     -  President of the American String Teachers Association  (1963) 
 
Russell Mathis:  Province 8 Governor  
     -  Member of the Publications Committee for the ACDA Choral Journal  (1965) 
 
Dr. Paul Torgrimson:  Province 14 Governor 
     -  Past President of the local American Association of University Professors chapter 
     -  Member of the Music Teachers National Conference, the Louisiana Teachers 

Association and Phi Kappa Phi. (1965) 
 
 
Charles Wesley:  Province 38 Governor 
     -  Treasurer of the Arkansas Music Teachers Association  (1967) 
 
Jerry Bordner:  Associate Executive Secretary 
     -  President of Indiana chapter of Phi Beta Mu, National Band Directors' Fraternity 

(1969)   
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Eugene Cunningham:  Commission on Professional Activities 
     -  From New York State Education Department  (1970) 
 
Dr. Rohrs:  Province 29 Governor 
     -  Member of the Wisconsin Music Educators Conference  (1970) 
     -  Member of Pi Kappa Lambda, Phi Delta Kappa, the College Band Directors National   

Association  
 
G. Lowry Riggins:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of LMTA  (1971) 
 
Dr. Glenn Fulbright:  Province 25 Governor 
     -  President of the Kentucky Music Teachers Association  (1971) 
 
James M. Breckenridge:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of Oklahoma MTA  (1972) 
 
Daniel J. Patrylak:  Province 17 Governor 
     -  Member of the Academic Music Panel of the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of     
        Education and Cultural Affairs 
 
Dr. Harold Bauer:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of Phi Delta Kappa and Kappa Delta Pi (national honorary fraternities  
        in education) and the National Education Association  
     -  Conducted music education workshops throughout California, Nebraska, Texas, 

Illinois, and New York  (1973) 
 
Dr. William Carl Dominik :  Province 11 Governor 
     -  Western Division Chairman of the National Association of College Wind and 

Percussion Instructors from 1971-72  (1975) 
 
Robert W. Hartwell:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of Phi Delta Kappa, Pi Kappa Lambda, College Band Directors National    
        Association (1975) 
 
Dr. William B. Dederer:  Province Governor 
     -  Member of Kappa Delta Pi (education honorary)  (1975) 
 
Dr. Louis Ball:  Province 35 Governor 
     -  Vice-President of the Knoxville Music Teachers' Association  (1977) 
 
Donald Vogel:  Province 30 Governor 
     -  Member of the National Association of Teachers of Singing  (1977) 

 
Thus, the general period between 1950 and 1980 was a time during which many of 

Sinfonia's leaders were highly involved in organizations whose primary objectives were the 
promotion of education.  During the same general period between 1950 and 1980, an 
increaed emphasis was placed upon the educational goals of the Fraternity.   
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Further evidence of the close association between Sinfonia, MENC, MTNA and NASM 
is apparent from the many articles which discuss meetings of Sinfonians which took place at 
conferences of these organizations.   

 
Music Educators National Conference (MENC) 
 
"Message From Supreme Secretary [C. E. Lutton]" 
 "This last week the Alumni gathered for a late afternoon lunch at the meeting on a  

     Sunday afternoon when the Music Educators National Conference held forth." 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1946 
 
"Sinfonian Dinner at Fort Wayne MENC Conference" 
 Sinfonian, Fall, 1951 
 
"We Point With Pride" 
 "Each of MTNA's five Divisions has its own officers, although the number is not the  
      same in each case.  Of the total twenty one Divisional Officers, six are ladies.  Eleven  
      of the men are Sinfonians." 
 Vol. VIII, No. 3, November, 1958 
 
"Buffalo Sinfonian Luncheon" 
 "A Sinfonia luncheon was held ... at the time and place of the meeting of the Eastern  

      MENC and the New York State School Music Association." 
 Vol. VIII, No. 6, April, 1959 
  
“Sinfonians in Chicago for MENC" 
 "A dinner ... for attending MENC Sinfonians was successfully engineered by Province  
      Governor Carl Neumeyer." 
 Vol. IX, No. 2, October, 1959 
  
"Salt Lake MENC Luncheon" 
 "...Sinfonian Luncheon held in connection with the Salt Lake City MENC Conference...  
      Forty-four Sinfonians were present..." 
 Vol. IX, No. 3, November, 1959 
 
"Φ.M.A. Gatherings Planned" 
 "Alternating with MTNA as to Regional and National meetings, the Music Educators  
      National Conference will meet in Atlantic City." 
 Vol. IX, No. 3, November, 1959 
 
"Sinfonians Meet" 
 "...Phi Mu Alpha held a luncheon in conjunction with the Northwest MENC meeting in  

      Spokane, Washington.  There were thirty-nine Sinfonians in attendance.  A motion  
      was made and passed that the group go on record as favoring support of the Sinfonia  
      Foundation."   
 Vol. X, No. 7, May, 1961 
"Pittsburgh Dinner Planned" 
 "A dinner for Sinfonians is included on the program of the March meeting..." 
 Vol. XI, No. 5, March, 1962 
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"Sinfonians at MENC" 
 "Some seventy Sinfonians attended the Phi Mu Alpha banquet ... during the national  
      convention of the Music Education National Conference last March 18th." 
 Vol. XI, No. 7, May, 1962 
 
"Sinfonians at Madison" 
 "Fifty-Six Sinfonians gathered for a convention ... to dine and sing and gossip in  

     connection with the East Central MTNA convention." 
 Vol. XI, No. 7, May, 1962 
 
"MENC Divisional Sinfonia Meal Functions" 
 "[Alex H. Zimmerman (Beta Gamma), MENC National President] has approved   

      Sinfonia meal functions at each of the six Divisional Conventions [of MENC] to be  
      held during 1963."   
 Vol. XII, No. 4, January, 1963  
 
"Sinfonians at N.C. MENC" 
 "...seventy gathered for luncheon at Minneapolis during the North Central Divisional  

      convention of MENC.   
 Vol. XII, No. 7, May, 1963 
 
"Sinfonians Meet and Eat in Bakersfield" 
 "The Western Division meeting of the Music Educators National Conference ... was the  
      scene of a breakfast for Sinfonia alumni.  Forty nine brave Sinfonians ... met for food  
      and fellowship" 
 Vol. XII, No. 7, May, 1963 
 
"Food Functions for Fraters" 
 "In 1963-64, the Music Educators National Conference will hold its national meeting...   
      In connection with this meeting, Phi Mu Alpha will sponsor a dinner...  In 1963-64,  

      the Music Teachers National Association will hold its regional meetings.  In each  
      case, President William B. McBride has appointed the local Province Governor to  
      arrange for an eating meeting."   
 Vol. XIII, No. 4, January, 1964 
 
"Sinfonians At MENC" 
 "Sixty-five Sinfonians met for Dinner ... in connection with the national convention of  
      the Music Educators National Conference." 
 Vol. XIII, No. 6, April, 1964 
 
"Buffalo Luncheon" 
 "Twenty eight Sinfonians gathered for lunch ... during the Eastern Division meeting of  
      the Music Educators National Conference. 
 Vol. XIV, No. 6, April, 1965 
 
"Sinfonians Meet at S.W." 
 "Thirty-eight Sinfonians attended the Sinfonian Luncheon held ... in connection with  
      the Southwest Division meeting of the Music Educators National Conference in  
      Oklahoma City." 
 Vol. XIV, No. 6, April, 1965 
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"Sinfonians At Louisville MENC" 
 "Dr. Paul Van Bodegraven (Beta Epsilon), National President of the Music Educators  
      National Conference, was our most distinguished guest at this Fraternity's biennial  
      food function during the Southern MENC convention in Louisville, Kentucky...  Dr.  
      J.E. Duncan (Epsilon Nu), Governor of Province 25, was responsible for this food  
      function for fraters, and nearly fifty Sinfonians attended the dinner..." 
 Vol. XIV, No. 6, April, 1965 
 
"Indianapolis Luncheon" 
 "...forty Sinfonians met for luncheon in connection with the N.C. MENC at  
      Indianapolis." 
 Vol. XIV, No. 7, May, 1965 
 
"Sinfonians Will Dine at K.C. MENC" 
 Vol. XV, No. 4, January, 1966 
 
"Sinfonians Dine at M.E.N.C." 
 "One hundred and one Sinfonians from over the country gathered ... to attend the  
      banquet staged in connection with the National Convention of the Music Educators  
      National Conference." 
 Vol. XV, No. 6, April, 1966 
  
"Food Functions for Fraters" 
 "In 1966-67, the Music Educators' National Conference will hold its Divisional  
      meetings.  In each case, President Harry R. Wilson has asked the local Province  
      Governor to arrange for an eating-meeting."   
 Vol. XVI, No. 3, November, 1966  
 
"Social Gatherings at MENC Planned" 
 "Informal social gatherings are planned under Sinfonia sponsorship, for the Southern  
      and North Central Divisional Meetings of the M.E.N.C. 
 Vol. XVIII, No. 5, March, 1969 
 
"Record Turnout Attends Sinfonia's MENC Luncheon" 
 "A record-setting 151 men attended the Sinfonia luncheon on the opening day of the  
      1971 meeting of the National Association of School of Music...  The luncheon has  
      become a traditional activity on the first day of the NASM meetings." 
 Vol. XX, No. 4, February, 1972 
 
"Sinfonia/MENC Reception Draws 400 in Atlanta" 
 "Nearly 400 Sinfonians attended a Phi Mu Alpha Reception in conjunction with the  
      biennial national meeting of the Music Educator's National Conference in Atlanta,  
      March 10." 
 Vol. XXI, No. 5, April, 1972 
 
"Fennell, other Sinfonians, at Conference" 
 (MENC conference in New Orleans in April) 
 Vol. XL, No. 2, Summer, 1992 
 
"Sinfonia Joins forces with MENC" 
 Vol. XLII, No. 2, Summer, 1994 
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Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) 
  
"Twenty-Third Convention"( 1930) 
 "Singing before meeting of Music Teachers National Association" 
 (Supreme President was A. W. Martin) 
 
""Phi Mu Alpha - Music Teachers National Association" 
 "...Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity of America met in joint session with the Music        

Teachers National Association...  President A. W. Martin was chairman of the  
      meeting at this session, and Brother Peter W. Dykema was one of the principal  
      speakers.  His paper was "The Place of Fraternities and Sororities in the Musical  
      Development and Progress of the Country." 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1933   
 
“M.T.N.A. Program Exceptionally Strong" 
 "Teachers Association to Meet in Milwaukee at Time of Sinfonia Gathering." 
 Sinfonian, Fall, 1934 
  
"Message From Supreme Secretary (C. E. Lutton)" 
 "Your secretary has been to two conventions within the last six weeks; one at Detroit  
      when we had a Sinfonia meeting -  smoker - where we had at least one hundred and  
      fifty Alumni present, when we sang and talked.  That was the meeting of the Music  
      Teachers National Association." 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1946 
 
"Sinfonian Luncheon In Boston" 
 "During the National meeting of MTNA in Boston last December visiting Sinfonians  
      gathered to munch and make music."   
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1948 
 
"Dear Brother Sinfonians" 
 "Our meeting was held ... in conjunction with the MTNA, NASM and other musical  
      organizations.  It brought together a large representation of the musical leadership of  
      our entire country.  All Sinfonians would have been impressed and pleased with the  
      widespread recognition given our Fraternity on every hand." 
 (National President, Albert Lukken) 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1949 
   
"Sinfonians Meet in Washington" 
 "Thirty-two Sinfonians met in Washington, D.C.  ... for a memorable luncheon  
      coinciding with the annual meeting of the Music Teachers National Association and  
      affiliate organizations." 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1951 
"Φ.M.A. Gatherings Planned" 
 "Since this is the year when the Music Teachers National Association holds regional  
      meetings, plans are being made for them." 
 Vol. IX, No. 3, November, 1959 
 
"Sinfonians at West Central MTNA" 
 "Nearly forty Sinfonians attended the luncheon held at the West Central Division  
      convention of MTNA in Omaha..." 
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 Vol. XI, No. 6, April, 1962 
 
"MTNA Sinfonia Luncheon" 
 "Dr. James B. Peterson is serving as First Vice-President and Program Chairman and  
      has agreed that Sinfonians may have a luncheon during the National Conference..." 

 Vol. XII, No. 4, January, 1963 
 
"Sinfonians Honored at ASTA Meeting" 
 "Four Sinfonians were honored at the recent MTNA-ASTA national convention in  
      Chicago by being awarded service certificates for their contribution to music during  
      their terms as past-presidents of the American String Teachers Association" 
 Vol. XII, No. 7, May, 1963 
 
"Sinfonians at MTNA" 
 "Some sixty Sinfonians met ... in Chicago ... for the customary luncheon in connection  
      with the Music Teachers National Association convention" 
 Vol. XII, No. 7, May, 1963 
 
"MTNA-Sinfonian Luncheon in Indianapolis on April 26, 1964" 
 Vol. XIII, No. 6, April, 1964 
 
"National MTNA Sinfonia Luncheon" 
 "The Music Teachers National Association holds its national meeting...  Again, MTNA  
      has permitted your Fraternity to arrange a luncheon for attending Sinfonians.  The  
      luncheon will be ... emceed by Province Governor Donald Bellah... 
 Vol. XIV, No. 5, March, 1965 
 
"Sinfonians at Dallas MTNA" 
 "While our host, the Music Teachers National Association, celebrated its 39th birthday  
      in Dallas, Texas, sixty-six Sinfonians...enjoyed a very excellent luncheon...  MTNA's  
      Executive Committee, each a Sinfonian, had approved, and had been invited to sit at  

      the Speakers Table." 
 Vol. XIV, No. 7, May, 1965 
 
"Food Function for Fraters" 
 "In 1966-67 the Music Teachers National Association will hold its national meeting ...  
      in St. Louis, Missouri...  In connection with this meeting, Phi Mu Alpha will sponsor  

      a luncheon..."   
 Vol. XVI, No. 3, November, 1966   
  
"Sinfonians to Meet at MTNA" 
 "The Music Teachers National Association which meets ... in St. Louis, Missouri, will  
      be the scene of our next luncheon for Sinfonians."   
 Vol. XVI, No. 5, March, 1967 
 
"Sinfonians Lunch at St. Louis" 
 "Thirty Sinfonians from over the country lunched, sang, and gossiped at the Music  
      Teachers National Association's convention ... in St. Louis, Missouri." 
 Vol. XVI, No. 7, May, 1967 
 
"'68 Alumni Banquets" 
 "The Southern and Southwestern Divisions of the Music Teachers National Association  
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      will combine for a conference in New Orleans ...  and Sinfonians will take advantage  
      of the opportunity to meet and eat together." 
 Vol. XVI, No. 7, May, 1967 
 
"'68 Alumni Banquets" 
 "... Sinfonia's MENC banquet...  The gala affair will continue a long-standing tradition  
      of Phi Mu Alpha reunion dinners in association with MENC's biennial National  
      convention." 
 Vol. XVII, No. 4, January, 1968 
  
"Announcements" 
 "The Music Teachers National Association will hold its 1981 National Convention in  
      Phoenix, Arizona..." 
 Vol. XXX, No. 2, November, 1980 
 
 
National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) 
 
"Sinfonians at St. Louis" 
 "One hundred five Sinfonians ... gathered at the ... traditional Luncheon during the  
      annual meeting of the National Association of School of Music." 
 Vol. VIII - No. 4, January, 1959 
 
"Φ.M.A. Gatherings Planned" 
 "Sinfonia's relationships with NASM are very significant since nearly 70% of our 164  
      active chapters are sheltered in schools approved by the Association.  Of the twenty  
      men who have been elected to work for NASM, eighteen are Sinfonians.  Each of the  
      six living members of the Past President's Council follows Orpheus." 
 Vol. IX, No. 3, November, 1959 
 
"NASM - ΦMA" 
   "...in connection with the meeting of the National Association of Schools of Music, 107  
      Sinfonians gathered for lunch...  It is apparent that Sinfonians are prominent in the  
      activities of NASM." 
 Vol. IX, No. 5, March, 1960 
 
"Sinfonians at NASM" 
 "One hundred eighteen Sinfonians opened our 1961-62 academic year's series of food  
      functions for fraters ... at the meeting of the National Association of Schools of  
      Music in Denver.  Annually, this is the earliest in a sequence of such affairs, which  
      include national or regional meetings of the Music Educators National Conference  
      and the Music Teachers National Association.   
 NASM, the accrediting organization for Music Schools and Departments, began its  
      1961 meeting with a total membership of 254 institutions.  Although 126 of our 195  
      chapters are housed by NASM schools, the arithmetic is not as simple as it appears.   
      Some members are entirely for girls.  Some are in Junior Colleges where we have not  
      yet attempted a chapter."     
 Vol. XI, No. 4, January, 1962 
 
"NASM Sinfonia Luncheon" 
 (148 men were present at the luncheon on Friday, November 23) 
 Vol. XII, No. 4, January, 1963 
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"Hanson Honored at NASM Luncheon" 
 Vol. XIII, No. 4, January, 1964 
 
"Sinfonians in Missouri"   
 "One Hundred forty one Sinfonians met for lunch ... in St. Louis.  This, the first 1964- 
      65 Food Function for Fraters, is held traditionally at the annual meeting of the  
      National Association of Schools of Music." 
 Vol. XIV, No. 4, January, 1965 
 
"Food Functions for Fraters" 
 "Our Presidential Quartet" (C.B. Hunt, Jr. - NASM, Van Bodegraven - MENC; Wilson -  
      ΦMA; Ducrest - MTNA) 
 "Our own President Harry Robert Wilson (Tau) has authorized this public  
      announcement of our 1965-66 plans for Sinfonia alumni to gather for eating- 
      meetings when we meet ostensibly for other than Fraternity business.  We are  
      grateful to NASM, MTNA and MENC for allowing us some time during an always  
      busy schedule, for by this device, our alumni have three extra chances to meet during  
      each academic year." 
 "During this year, six Divisional Conventions have been scheduled, as listed below.  A  
      Province Governor has agreed to be responsible for arrangements at each Division." 
 Vol. XV, No. 3, November, 1965 
 
"Sinfonians Meet at NASM in Chicago" 
 "When 144 Sinfonians meet to eat meet, some singing must be expected...  Twelve of  
      our thirty-three Province Governors were there on business for their respective  
      schools." 
 Vol. XV, No. 4, January, 1966 
 
"Sinfonians to Eat at NASM" 
 "In 1966 NASM has 296 Member schools and a Sinfonian Administrator controls 213  
      of these.  As this is written, 164 of our 250 chapters are on-campus at NASM  
      schools.  In Sinfonia's family of officers, Carl Neumeyer, 2nd Veep, is also the  
      NASM Treasurer.  Each of nine Province Governors represents his college or  
      university at NASM.  In 19 Provinces, the NASM administrator permits a staff  
      member to devote some of his time to Sinfonia business" 
 Vol. XVI, No. 2, October, 1966 
 
"NASM Sinfonians Meet" 
 "One hundred fifty Sinfonians, the majority of them Music Deans in NASM schools,  

 met for lunch ... [in] Dallas...  Because the influence of Music in America is growing, 
NASM, MTNA, MENC, and Sinfonia will grow.  Will you help?"" 

 Vol. XVI, No. 4, January, 1967 
 
"Sinfonians to Dine at NASM" 
 "[Chicago] will be the setting for Sinfonia's traditional luncheon in conjunction with the  
      fall convention of the National Association of Schools of Music." 
 Vol. XVII, No. 2, October, 1967 
 
"Housewright Headlines NASM Banquet" 
 "Wiley L. Houseright ... takes office as President of the Music Educators National  
      Conference in 1968..." 
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 Vol. XVII, No. 3, November, 1967 
 
"Administrators Attend Luncheon" 

(In conjunction with the annual meeting of the National Association of Schools of        
Music) "brought together more than 130 top administrators from the nation's leading 
schools and departments of music." 

 (Sinfonia's National President Carl Neumeyer (Gamma Delta) also served NASM as  
treasurer.  At the Fraternity's luncheon in conjunction with the annual meeting of  

 NASM in 1968, Neumeyer "made the Fraternity's welcome and expressed its thanks  
 to those administrators who support Sinfonia chapters and activities on their  

respective campuses." 
 Vol. XVIII, No. 4, January, 1969 
 
"Traditional Luncheon Renewed Nov. 24" 
 "A long-standing tradition will be renewed on November 24 when Sinfonia sponsors its  
      annual luncheon in conjunction with the annual meeting of the National Association  
      of Schools of Music." 
 Vol. XVIV, No. 3, November, 1969 
 
"Counterpoint" 
 (by Alan Adams) 
 "In early November Dr. Robert Hardgraves, President of the National Association of  
      Schools of Music, and the Association's Executive Secretary , Dr. David Ledet, asked  
      Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia to designate a college music student who would attend the  
      annual meeting of the NASM, observe the organization at work:  [Robert Bray]." 
 Vol. XVIV, No. 4, January, 1970 
 
"A Student's View of NASM" 
 (by Robert Bray) 
 Vol. XVIV, No. 4  January, 1970 
 
"Houston Regional Kicks-off Series of Twelve" 

"Guest speaker at the Awards Banquet ... was Dr. Bryce Jordan, President of the University 
of Texas at Dallas.  He spoke to the members and their guests on "The Future Crisis in 
Higher Education."  At the same banquet Dr. Irl Allison, distinguished pianist and music 
educator, was presented with Sinfonia's National Citation, one of the fraternity's highest 
awards." 

Vol. XXII, No. 2, October, 1972  
 
"Record Turnout Attends NASM Luncheon" 
 "Music administrators from 171 colleges and universities attended the 1972  
      Sinfonia/NASM Luncheon." 
 Vol. XXII, No. 4, February, 1973 
 
"Lucas Foss:  Music in the 70's" 
 (Keynote address given last November at the annual meeting of the National  
      Association of Schools of Music) 
 Vol. XXIII, No. 4, February, 1974 
 
"Sinfonia Luncheon Draws Record Crowd" 
 "A record 172 Sinfonians and guests attended the traditional luncheon sponsored by Phi  
      Mu Alpha in conjunction with the 50th annual meeting of the NASM."   
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 Vol. XXIV, No. 3, December, 1974 
 
"[Mort] Lindsey Slated as NASM Speaker" 
 Vol. XXV, No. 2,  October, 1975 
 
"Sudler Featured at Annual NASM Luncheon" 
 "Louis Sudler was the featured speaker at the traditional Sinfonia luncheon at the 1977  
      meeting of the National Association of Schools of Music." 
 Vol. XXVII, No. 2, November, 1977 
 
"Announcements" 
 "The Annual Meeting of the National Association of Schools of Music will be held  
      November 23 through November 25, 1980 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago." 
 Vol. XXX, No. 2, November, 1980 
 
"Sinfonians to Dine at NASM" 

"Sinfonia will sponsor its traditional luncheon in conjunction with the National        
Association of Schools of Music (NASM) convention in November." 

 Vol. XXXIII, No. 1, September, 1983 
 
"Traditional Luncheon to be Renewed November 21" 
 "A long-standing tradition will be renewed ... when  Sinfonia holds its annual luncheon  
      in conjunction with the annual convention of the National Association of Schools of  
      Music (NASM)." 
 Vol. XXXIII, No. 2, November, 1983 
 
"NASM Luncheon Big Success!" 
 (Hosted by Dr. Maurice I Laney and his wife) 
 "It was quite an experience to see so many alums come together and rekindle the  
      Sinfonia spirit at NASM, and it should prove to be a plus for Phi Mu Alpha for many  
      years to come." 
 Vol. XXXIII, No. 3, January, 1984 
 
"Join Us at NASM" 
 Vol. XXXIV, No. 1, October 1984 
 
"Lunch With us at NASM" 
 Vol. XXXV, No. 1, October, 1985  
 
"NASM Luncheon a Success" 
 Vol. XXXV., Nos. 3 & 4, February/April, 1986 
 
"NASM Brings Together Sinfonians" 
 Vol. XL, No. 2, Summer, 1992 
 
"Phi Mu Alpha Hosts Large Turnout" 
 (at NASM conference) 
 Vol. XLI, No. 1, Winter, 1993 
  
"NASM Sinfonia Luncheon Reaches New Heights" 
 "More than forty institutions were represented by the sixty-five attendees, the largest  
      attendance since the late 1970s." 
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 Vol. XLII, No. 1, Winter, 1994 
 
"National Citations Presented at NASM Luncheon" 
 Vol. XLIII, No. 1, Winter, 1995 
 
"NASM Luncheon Held On November 25" 
 Vol. XLIV, No. 1, Fall/Winter, 1996 
 
 
During this time of closely bound associations with organizations in which educational 

advancement was the primary objective, Sinfonia's priorities were reordered.  The promotion 
of education was placed in the forefront while the development of "the best and truest 
fraternal spirit", previously the "chief purpose" of the Fraternity, was relegated to the fourth 
purpose.  The effect of this change in priorities is evidenced in the Fraternity's publications 
during this same period which turn from writings that stress the ideals of the brotherhood 
and the duty of Sinfonians to affect the betterment of mankind, to writings that emphasize 
the promotion of music education.  Indeed, the Sinfonian, at this time, often appears to be 
more of a music education journal than a source of inspiration.  The following is a selection 
of articles in The Sinfonian (1949-1997) that promote the advancement of music education: 

 
"An Administrative View of Music Education in Principle and Practice" 
 by:  Earl E. Harper 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1949 
 
"The Music Teachers National Association" 
 by:  Roy Underwood 
 ("A list of [MTNA's presidents] might almost be a roster of Phi Mu Alpha, as almost  
      every president since 1900 has been a Sinfonian.") 
 Sinfonian, Fall 1950 
 
"The National Music Council" 
 by:  Edwin Hughes, Executive Secretary 
 Sinfonian, Spring, 1953 
 
"Music in American Schools" 
 by:  Allen P. Britton - past-president of MENC 
 Vol. XIII, No. 3, November, 1963 
 
"SBA-SCA Plans European Tours" 
 (The School Band of America-School Chorus of America) 
 Vol. XIII, No. 3, November, 1963 
 
"Teacher Education Changes Needed?" 
 Vol. XX, No. 2, October, 1970 
 
"Capital Comments" 
 by: Harold Arberg (Beta Gamma) Chief, Arts and Humanities Program, U.S. Office of  

     Education. 
 Vol. XX, No. 4, February, 1971 
 
"Reports Vary on Health of Music in American Schools" 
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 Vol. XXIII, No. 5, April, 1974 
 
“Counterpoint”  (by:  Alan Adams, National Executive Secretary) 
 ("On March 6th a report titled 'The First National Assessment of Musical Performance'  

      was released by a well-respected organization called the National Assessment of    
      Educational Progress.) 

 Vol. XXIII, No. 5, April, 1974 
 
"Educators Reply to NAEP Report" 
 (National Assessment of Educational Progress) 
 Vol. XXIII, No. 5, April, 1974 
 
"Business Courses In Music Schools?" 
 Vol. XXIII, No. 5, April, 1974 
 
"Teaching Group Piano in a Barrio School" 
 Vol. XXIV, No. 4, February, 1975 
 
"New Rockefeller Panel to Study Arts in Education" 
 Vol. XXIV, No. 4, February, 1975 
 
"NACWPI Opens Contest" 
 (National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors) 
 Vol. XXV, No. 2, October, 1975 
 
"Counterpoint" 
 (A Guest Editorial by Miller Upton  President, Beloit College) 
 Vol. XXV, No. 3, December, 1975 
 
"Teaching:  A Personal Credo" 
 Vol. XXXI, No. 1, Fall, 1981 
 
"Novice Music Educator Job-Hunting Suggestions" 
 Vol. XXXII, No. 4, Summer 1983 
 
"A Model Program:  Arts Appreciation in the High School" 
 by Scott Hayes 
 Vol. XXXIV, No. 3, February 1985 
 
"Key" 
 by Lamar Alexander, Secretary of Education 
 (concerning America 2000 strategy to achieve national Education goals) 
 Vol. XL, No. 2, Summer, 1992 
 
"Making A Difference" 
 (ways and means to assist music programs in our nation's schools through materials        

published by MENC.  Cooperative efforts of the National Interfraternity Music  
      Council (NIMC) 
 Vol. XL, No. 2, Summer, 1992 
 
"Music and Education" 
 by David Kushner 
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 Vol. XL,  No. 2, Summer, 1992 
 
"United States Department of Education News" 
 Vol. XLI, No. 2, Summer, 1993 
 
"Music for School and Society" 
 by Richard C. Larson 
 Vol. XLI  No. 2, Summer, 1993 
 
"Support for School Music and the Other Arts" 
 Vol. XLI, No. 1, Winter, 1993 
  
"Music Education Develops Passion for Learning" 
 Vol. XLI, No. 1, Winter, 1993 
 
"What The Standards Say..." 
 (National Standards for Arts Education)  
 Vol. XLII, No. 2, Summer, 1994 
 
"Effectiveness [of Goals 2000] Will Hinge On State Adoption" 
 Vol. XLII, No. 2, Summer, 1994 
 
"Standards Are a Step in Ongoing Campaign" 
 Vol. XLII, No. 2, Summer, 1994 
 
"The National Standards From Vision to Reality" 
 Vol. XLIII, No. 1, Winter, 1995 
 
"A Challenge for the Future" 
 Vol. XLIII, No. 1, Winter, 1995 
 
"Peter William Dykema:  Past President and Music Education Pioneer" 
 by T. Jervis Underwood 
 Vol. XLIII, No. 1, Winter, 1995 
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PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
 
 
Throughout the period in which increased importance was placed on the Fraternity's 

educational objectives, the professionalism of the organization was also highly emphasized.  
An early indication of this increased emphasis on professionalism came during the Twentieth 
Convention (December 27-29, 1924) at which Peter Dykema, a leader in music education, 
was Sinfonia's Supreme President.  The notes from this convention show a "Call for more 
men in the music profession."   

 
By 1927, the Fraternity's Statement of Purpose had been reordered: 
 

It shall be the purpose of this Fraternity to advance the cause of music in America, to  
foster the mutual welfare and brotherhood of students of music, to develop the truest 
fraternal spirit among its members, and to encourage loyalty to the Alma Mater.   

 
In the 1938 Sinfonian, Supreme President Herbert Kimbrough wrote on the importance 

of Sinfonia in developing fellowship among its members and cited the original purposes of 
the Fraternity as his justification: 

 
It is well for the Sinfonian, from time to time, to consider thoughtfully the purposes for  

which our Fraternity was organized.  The objects were, and are, "to develop the best and 
truest fraternal spirit, the mutual welfare of musical students, the advancement of music in 
America, and loyalty to the alma mater." 

 
As time progresses Phi Mu Alpha has been able in a number of concrete ways to carry  

out the ideals of the founders.  There are many things still to be accomplished, and it is 
fortunate that it is so.  May we always have goals that will later become realities. 

 
I wish it were possible for more student members of the various chapters to attend the  

national conventions and come into closer personal contact with the national  organization.   
It is a real inspiration to fraternize with brothers from all parts of the country, and to meet 
with the large number of prominent alumni in attendance. 

 
Next in importance are the province conventions.  Every effort should be made to have 

a large attendance from every chapter in the province at these meetings.  They promote the 
finest type of fellowship, and give an understanding of the other fellow's problems and  
accomplishments. 

 
I should like to impress upon students that their undergraduate membership in Sinfonia  

is only the beginning of a delightful experience that will continue through life.  The value of  
fraternity fellowship, social and professional contacts, and the joy of working with brothers 
toward common goals cannot be over estimated.  

 
The following "Bit of Sinfonia History" appeared in an article entitled, "Infancy of New 

England Conservatory of Music Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha-Sinfonia:  By One Who Knew of 
Our Beginnings" (1942, Sinfonian).   Professor G. E. Schwartz, who assisted in preparing the 
Boston Conservatory Chapter for final acceptance, wrote: 
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This fraternity is a professional organization only in the sense that a great number of  
professional musicians are admitted as honoraries.  It is really an undergraduate who needs 
an organization of this kind, and Phi Mu Alpha is the only live-going institution devoted to 
such a group.  

 
The writings of Sinfonia's Founders indicate that the Fraternity's primary purpose was 

for the development of Sinfonian ideals in the collegiate member who would later spread the 
ideals of Sinfonia throughout the world.  Compare this with National President Aubrey W. 
Martin's interpretation of Sinfonia's mission (Fall, 1932 Sinfonian): 

  
Sinfonia cannot be compared with other fraternities.  Their function is to serve the 

undergraduate.  Sinfonia is not like that.  Its ultimate function lies beyond the campus.  The  
college chapter is the Sinfonian's training school.  The Founders of Phi Mu Alpha never 
intended it to be merely a pleasant four years interlude, but rather a happy life time 
adventure.  The aims and purposes are unselfish.  Not Sinfonians only, but all students of 
music, are to share in its  benefits.  Its chief undergraduate function, social matters aside, is 
to make the collegiate community music conscious.  It thus prepares a receptive field for 
Alumni activities.  It is not passive but militant.  It does not wait for opportunities but makes 
them.  If I interpret aright the preamble to our constitution this is the spirit of Sinfonia.  It 
must be the spirit of Sinfonia when all chapters have caught a true vision of the fraternity's 
opportunities and possibilities.  When that vision becomes the common possession of each 
chapter, Sinfonia, as an organization, will receive public recognition and will become a real 
force in the cultural life of America. 

 
The writings of Mills, Burrell and other early Brothers indicate that Sinfonia existed for 

the ultimate "brotherhood of man."  Martin called this vision a "beautiful but impracticable 
dream" in the Spring, 1934 Sinfonian: 

 
The brotherhood of man is a noble idea but it is biologically impracticable.  From the  

time Abraham and Lot, brothers within the same family have ever been unable to dwell 
together in amity and maturity, and the family unit inevitably came to mean father, mother, 
and children.  From this unit developed the tribe, from the tribe the state, and from the state 
the nation, with each group maintaining its local loyalties. 

Ultimately these various loyalties were merged, but not surrendered, and the composite  
became the national spirit.  To assume that the loyalties of nations may be similarly merged 
to become the spirit of a universe is, in the opinion of this writer, a beautiful but 
impracticable dream...  The family unit was a biological necessity without which history 
could not have had an orderly and understandable development.  It will be time to talk of 
internationalism and a common culture when the family has ceased to be a necessity and 
when the influences which develop racial characteristics cease to function.  Until that time it 
is well for us to recognize the fact the racial differences do exist and that they make complete 
internationalism impossible at the present time...  In my opinion, a diverse rather than 
universal culture is wholly desirable.   

 
Norval L. Church, Sinfonia's National President from 1928-1932, wrote that one should 

emphasize the professional gains of membership when approaching a prospective member 
of Sinfonia:   

 
Sinfonia provides professional contacts with Brothers who are leaders throughout the  

country.  This provides an opportunity for knowing more intimately men who otherwise 
would be difficult to reach.   
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In the Spring, 1946 Sinfonian, National President A. A. Beecher welcomed Sinfonians 
who had returned home from military service.  This address emphasizes the personal gains 
of one's association with Sinfonia.  Compare this to Sinfonia's Oath of Obligation: 

  
Whatever has been in our power to do for you these war years we have done.  We added 

our strength to the weightier might of the National Music Council and chalked up a few 
victories that will make your professional future more secure, in achievement scope and 
financial return.  There are jobs waiting for you everywhere...   

 
To those of you who are professionals, arrived or enroute, Sinfonia can be of very 

practical service now.  Let's be honest and direct:  your personal future, in fortune and  
accomplishment, is No. 1 on your interest list.  And that is as it should be.  We might go on  
about loftier vows with noble words of selflessness - but the crazy world being what it is, we 
may as well look it square in the face.  The world needs your help in the building of a better 
house, physical or spiritual, for all men to live in - but expects you to look after yourself and 
your own, as well.  Your future is your responsibility, and there is only one sure formula for 
making it a good future:  give your job, whether it be teaching, performing or study, all you 
have to give it each day...and let the world know you are doing it.  Sinfonia is the door; it is 
your contact with your professional world and it's up to you to keep the communication 
lines open.  Sinfonia can be the ladder to your goal.  Use it. 

 
In the Fall, 1950 Sinfonian, National President Archie N. Jones wrote of a new "Progress 

Program for Sinfonia": 
  

[Step 2]:  An emphasis upon the first object of our Fraternity - to advance the cause of music in 
America.  This does not mean a relaxation of the other objects, but it seems to me that  
our effectiveness as a national organization can and should be expressed primarily through 
this first object.  I cannot escape the feeling that we are more than a fraternity.  We are the 
natural and most powerful and effective force in the progress and development of the cause 
of music by virtue of the cause of our existence and the personnel involved.  Our 
responsibility is clear.  To implement this proposal, a far-reaching committee structure is 
suggested, utilizing alumni who occupy responsible and significant positions. 

[Step 10]:  A closer and more effective liaison between Phi Mu Alpha and the other national music 
organizations.  To implement this I suggest a committee to include Cliff Buttelman for 
MENC, Price Doyle for NASM, Roy Underwood for MTNA, and representatives from the 
National Federation of Music Clubs, American Federation of Musicians, and such other  
national organizations as may be in a position to carry influence toward the fulfillment of our 
"first great object. 

 
In the January, 1963 Sinfonian, an article entitled "NASM Sinfonia Luncheon" likened 

Sinfonia to fraternities with purely professional aims, and claimed as its justification the 
"basic tenets of the Founding Fathers" (though it provides no evidence that the Founders 
gave any indication of such a mission).  This article relegates the importance of individual 
chapters to a role as "basically the local representatives of the profession of music.": 

  
Since its 1898 beginning as one Sinfonia Club at the New England Conservatory of  

Music, there have been many changes in structure and organization.  The early Clubs soon  
became Chapters of a Fraternity which has grown in many ways.  Through various 
statements of purpose, Social, Honorary and Professional, the basic tenets of the Founding 
Fathers have continued to unite men through their music. 
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It is probable that no chapter exists without some social activities.  It continues to be an  
honor on campus to be invited to join the local group.  Through the years, more and more  
chapters become basically the local representatives of the profession of music.  Now, we 
represent Music in the Professional Interfraternity Conference where congregate such 
groups as, e.g., medicine, law, and dentistry. 

 
Frank W. Hill, Editor of The Sinfonian, wrote of the desire for professional recognition 

(November, 1965 Sinfonian): 
 

Ancient records testify that Phi Mu Alpha, in its infant days some sixty years ago, was a  
highly secret organization whose meetings were doubtless held in dim chambers with 
whispered rites and mysterious signals.  The first official publication was titled "The Black 
Cat!"  All was hush-hush and the work-a-day world of music was something apart from the 
sacredness of the Fraternity. Today we still preserve our rites and symbols in the sanctity of 
the chapter room to remind us that membership is an exhalted experience, deeply sincere 
and spiritually conceived. 

There is one change, however, from the old closed-door days, which is becoming more  
evident with the passing years and growing legion of alumni.  Phi Mu Alpha is a deep-seated  
and powerful part of the world of music. America's leaders in music are Sinfonians, a fact 
which they are proud to remember.  Not only is Sinfonia active on campuses and in alumni  

 organizations and by individual prowess, but we want the world to know about us.   
 

In the May, 1968 Sinfonian, Executive Secretary Alan Adams wrote on the changes that 
were taking place in the Fraternity: 

  
The "old frat" is gone.  Its days cannot be revived.  To attempt reversion would be 

futile.  Our job must instead be to assure the continuing growth of an organization which 
hold increasing professional value for its members... 

Brotherhood?  Sure!  Alma Mater?  Sure!  But within a frame of professional activities  
in music designed to fulfill Sinfonia's virtually unlimited potential. 

How are things in the "old frat"?  You wouldn't know it these days! 
 

In September, 1968, National President Carl M. Neumeyer wrote: 
  

If your National Officers read correctly the major concern of men in our brotherhood, it 
is for a re-examination of our broad goals to the end that we may fulfill more adequately our 
professional objectives.  While the very important social, educational and honorary aspects 
of our Fraternity must not be compromised, there seems to be a growing awareness of the 
increasing opportunities for Phi Mu Alpha to serve the profession in an even more vital way 
on each campus on the national scene.  Phi Mu Alpha has a challenge to continue to grow in 
stature and influence to fill effectively its unique role as the only true representative 
professional organization for men in music.  It is a breathtaking opportunity that is ours. 

  
Neumeyer followed this a year later in September, 1969 by another letter: 
 

In a message just a year ago, I shared with you the conviction that your National 
Officers felt that a major concern of the membership was for a thorough re-examination of 
Sinfonia to the end that it might fulfill more adequately its objectives as a professional 
organization.  That conviction has grown during the intervening months.  There is 
unmistakable evidence that the same seriousness of purpose which characterizes today's 
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college music student also leads him to expect growing effectiveness in his fraternity's 
pursuit of its professional goals.   

It can be said again, therefore, that there is an increasing awareness of the opportunities 
for Phi Mu Alpha to serve the profession and its own members in ever more vital ways on 
each campus as well as on the national scene.  Our unique role as the only truly 
representative professional organization for men in music presents us with both stimulating 
challenges and solemn responsibilities.   

If we are at the moment in a position characterized by any untidiness, it is because we 
are not remaining static but, through a dynamic program of activity, are seeking to make the 
most of the opportunities for professional growth which are ours. 

 
In the September, 1970 Sinfonian, National President Robert C. Soule wrote on "the 

increased emphasis upon professionalism": 
 

The increased emphasis upon professionalism, from the point of view of chapter activity 
as well as from the national level, was apparent as each group dealt with its individual area of 
concern.  "Professionalism" on all levels is "relevance" for today's Sinfonian.  One cannot 
help but realize that this is the real direction of our fraternity, albeit with some social 
overtones.   

 
In the October, 1970 Sinfonian, the article "Soule, Adams Attend Conference" described 

the activities of Sinfonia's National President and Executive Secretary, Alan Adams: 
 

Newly elected National President Robert Soule and Executive Secretary Alan Adams 
represented Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia when the Professional Interfraternity Conference held its 
1970 Biennial Meeting at the Cascades Meeting Center, Williamsburg, Virginia, on May 8 and 
9. 

 
The transformation of Sinfonia's mission from one of sociability to one of 

professionalism was reflected most distinctly by the alteration of the Fraternity's Statement 
of Purpose at the 1970 National Assembly.  At this time, the purposes were reordered and 
rewritten.  The primary addition emphasizes the professional activities of "creativity, 
performance, research and education."  The following article, "Fraternity Adopts New 
Purposes" by National President, Robert C. Soule (The Sinfonian, October, 1970), describes 
the reasoning behind the change:   

  
As our social and cultural environments change, so must Sinfonia change.  As our 

academic communities reevaluate themselves, so must we if we are to remain relevant to 
them.  And as our student members clearly and unmistakably place increased emphasis on 
professionalism, so must we recognize this is the real direction of our fraternity in the 1970's.  
With this in mind we proudly present the following statement of purposes for Phi Mu Alpha 
Sinfonia as adopted by the 1970 National Delegate Representative Assembly. 

 
        Robert C. Soule 
        National President 
 
The primary purpose of this Fraternity shall be to encourage and actively promote the 

highest standards of creativity, performance, education, and research in music in America.  
Further purposes shall be to develop and encourage loyalty to the Alma Mater, to foster the 
mutual welfare and brotherhood of students of music, to develop the truest fraternal spirit 
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among its members, and to instill in all people an awareness of music's important role in the 
enrichment of the human spirit. 

  
The Statement of Purpose, as rewritten, places the primary purpose stated by Sinfonia's 

Founders in a position of lesser priority and emphasizes the professional activities of 
education and research.  The development of "loyalty to the Alma Mater," previously the last 
statement in Fraternity's original Statement of Purpose, has been made the second purpose 
of the organization.  This change, which places an increased emphasis on the educational 
institution, was made at a time when, as previously demonstrated, many of the Fraternity's 
leaders were members and officers in organizations which emphasized the importance of 
music education.  An increased emphasis on the interests of academia is also evident in an 
article entitled "Province Governors Meet in 2 Locations" (The Sinfonian, December, 1970), 
which reveals, "Among the topics was a wideranging discussion of the governors' role in 
relation to the active membership to faculty advisors, and to music administrators." 

 
Further steps were taken in 1970 to emphasize the professionalism of the Fraternity.  

The December, 1970 Sinfonian, described the formation of Sinfonia's "Commission on 
Professional Activities" which "was originally established to suggest new program areas for 
maximum benefit to music through the most efficient use of Sinfonia's human and 
organizational resources." 

 
In the September, 1972 Sinfonian, Robert C. Soule further emphasized professionalism: 
 

In your home communities and campuses you have an excellent opportunity not only to 
renew your own conversance with this very special society but also to make it possible for 
others to know Sinfonia as an active and constructive professional force for men in music. 

 
Alan Adams placed the following "Joint Statement" in the April, 1973 Sinfonian: 
 

A joint statement by the representatives of the largest music organizations for men in 
the nation.  We believe that there are important roles for both Kappa Kappa Psi and Phi Mu 
Alpha to fill on the many campuses where chapters of the two organizations now exist or 
will exist in the foreseeable future.  We discourage mutual exclusivity of membership and 
disavow the existence of any interpretation of national policy requiring such exclusivity 
within either organization.  

We believe that each group must recognize its own inherent inability to fill the other's 
role, yet acknowledge in each other an undeniable similarity of purposes.  Such awareness 
leads to the fostering of mutual cooperation and, we believe, will aid in the attainment of our 
respective goals. 

Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia is the professional Fraternity for men in all areas of music.  
Founded in 1898, it is one of America's oldest college-based professional organizations...... 

The basis of participation in Phi Mu Alpha is meaningful professional activity.  Whether 
a Sinfonian's primary interest is in performance, education, composition or research, he can 
expect to find an expressive outlet for his talents... 

Phi Mu Alpha is neither an honor nor a recognition society.  We are an active 
professional fraternity as defined by the Professional Interfraternity Conference of which we 
are participating members.  

 
In the October, 1972 Sinfonian, Alan Adams emphasized the professionalism of the 

organization in his description of the Fraternity's new programs: 
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These are necessary desirable PROFESSIONAL programs designed to fill real 

PROFESSIONAL needs.  For once the national fraternity has come up with some tangible 
projects and challenged the campus chapters to pick up the ball and run.  Will the challenge 
be met? 

 
Adams was elected in 1972 to serve as a Member-at-Large on the Executive Committee 

of the Professional Interfraternity Council (PIC) and was elected in 1973 to serve as the 
PIC's Vice-President.  These elections took place around the time during which much 
emphasis was placed upon the professional objectives of the Fraternity.  Under Adams' 
influence, a change in the concept of Sinfonia's membership took place.  In the September, 
1973 Sinfonian, the article "Change in the Concept of Membership" stated: 

 
1974 will see the establishment of a select committee to study ways and means to enlarge 

the concept of fraternity membership from that of a wholly undergraduate organization to a 
more universal one.  The committee will seek ways to conduct activities on campuses open 
to undergraduates, graduates, faculty, and alumni alike. 

 
Adams was elected President of the PIC for the term extending from May, 1975, to May, 

1976.   
 
A strong statement in favor of Sinfonia as a professional rather than a social fraternity 

can be found in an article entitled "Membership Development" which appeared in the 
October, 1975 Sinfonian.  It noted that "many social fraternities still suffer from the sins of 
their pasts, while the professional fraternity has emerged strong."  Another article, taken 
from a paper presented at the annual meeting of the PIC by Dr. Charles Warriner, (The 
Sinfonian, December, 1975) cited the "four major intrinsic rewards" of membership in 
fraternities as (1) pleasure from the performance of the activities of the organization, (2) 
companionship, (3) the outcome of activities and (4) the recognition that individuals may get 
from service to the organization.  Nowhere in the Sinfonian ideal, however, is personal 
recognition cited as a reward of membership.  Rather, the Sinfonian places the welfare of the 
brotherhood above personal interests or desires.   

 
The professionalism of the Fraternity was further emphasized by the creation of a 

"Founder's Club," the purpose of which was to "Acknowledge the Past:  To Insure the 
Future!"  The minimum subscription fee of $75.00 would "assure continuance of significant 
professional opportunities offered by the fraternity to students of music in American 
Colleges and Universities," and members were to receive "preferred consideration for special 
social and professional activities." 

 
The following article, "Sinfonia on the Frontier," was written by Sinfonia's National 

Vice-President, Henry Charles (December, 1975 Sinfonian).  In this article, Charles states that 
the early balance between Sinfonia's social and professional goals must give way to the 
academic and economic pressures of the modern era: 
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And the news from the collegiate front is not good.  I quote from a recent speech of 
President Duncan:  "Over the past several years many campus chapters have suffered a net 
loss in membership.  The number of graduates has been larger than the number of initiates."   

Gentlemen, if this trend is not immediately reversed, the economic implications are 
disastrous. 

These facts lead us to a consideration of our Fraternity's relevance to the arts of music 
and to the society from which this arts emanates; more specifically, the relevance of Phi Mu 
Alpha Sinfonia to the study of music in institutions of higher learning, and must examine 
closely the traditions which are relevant, and be willing to discard those traditions which are 
not relevant today.  We must ask ourselves if the balance between the social and 
professionals goals established in another era is realistic in schools and departments of music 
in which the academic and economic pressures have grown immeasurably during the past 
two decades. 

 
 In "Meeting the Tests of Time" (The Sinfonian, February, 1976), Lucien Stark, 

National Executive Committee member emphasized the professionalism of the organization: 
 

This Fraternity is quite different than it was 30 years ago, and it is certainly not the  
same fraternity it was 77 years ago, in 1898.  It cannot be, because the world is not the same. 

It is a reflection of its strength, and a confirmation of its worth, that Sinfonia has found  
it possible to evolve constantly in order to continue to fulfill its unique purposes in the face 
of a changing social situation.  It is precisely because its purposes are unique that it has 
survived - - there is no other organization in the world like it. 

In the late 1940's, for example, a danger threatened when the veterans of World War II  
returned to the campuses - - older, more mature men than the usual students, many of them  
already with family responsibilities.  What interest could fraternity membership have for 
these men?  Quietly, but because it obviously had to be done, individual Collegiate Chapters 
began to abandon their image of paddle-swinging and goldfish-swallowing, and the 
Fraternity began the long process of becoming the truly professional organization it 
purported to be.  It was thereby able to fulfill the needs of its new constituency, and so 
survived. 

 
Stark mentions Sinfonia's "ability to continue to fulfill its unique purposes in the face of 

a changing social situation."  This article does not mention that the purposes themselves had 
been changed six years prior.  Compare Stark's writings regarding role of the collegiate 
chapter with those of the Fraternity's Founders.  The article, "Your Nominees and What 
They Think," (The Sinfonian, February, 1976), states that Stark, then nominee for National 
President, "sees the basic aim of the Fraternity as the promotion of excellence.  The role of 
the campus chapter, according to Stark, is to do things with the department."   

 
In "A Musician's Responsibility" (The Sinfonian, February, 1976), Larry White  refers to 

the five purposes as being the guiding principles of the Fraternity's Founders.  This article 
also fails to mention that the purposes had been re-created six years prior: 

  
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia was organized over three-quarters of a century ago at the New 

England Conservatory of Music in Boston, Massachusetts. It was formed at that time and 
was based on the varying and important principles of music and of musicians, and Phi Mu 
Alpha lives today on those same principles and on our own revered set of five purposes.  Let 
us now take a look at the first of those purposes... 
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In his "Regional Conventions Address" (The Sinfonian, January, 1981), National President 
Emile H. Serposs stated the original four purposes of the Fraternity and followed them with 
the statement, ""With a few minor editorial changes, these objectives, as stated, have 
continued to serve as the raison d'etre of our fraternity."  A comparison of the original four 
purposes with the current Statement of Purpose reveals that these objectives actually 
underwent a drastic alteration in 1970 rather than "a few minor editorial changes." 

 
An effort to take the sole right to confer membership away from the collegiate chapters 

and to allow for the creation of a second category of chapter to be called a "Professional 
Chapter" was concurrent with the placement of increased emphasis on the professional goals 
of the organization.  The following article, "The Issues at Hand" (The Sinfonian, February, 
1976) describes these "Professional Chapters.": 

 
These groups would differ from the traditional alumni chapters in their ability to elect 

and initiate new members (other than undergraduate) rather than relying on collegiate 
chapter alumni for their membership.  Also, their programs and activities would be designed 
to fulfill musical and educational needs in their locales in addition to offering social and 
fraternal outlets. 

A professional chapter was established on an experimental basis in Washington D.C. in 
early 1974.  It has operated successfully for nearly two years and will serve as the model for 
future chapters.  Similar pilot groups have been approved for establishment later this year. 

 
The 1976 National Assembly authorized the chartering of professional chapters "to serve 

alumni and professional members in population centers."  In relation to the previous article 
which described the formation of the 1913 Alumni Club in New York, one can see how the 
role of alumni members had changed from one in which they met primarily to guide 
collegiate members in the attainment of Sinfonia's objectives, to one in which they served 
other purposes.  In 1981, Executive Director Dan Beeman continued to promote 
professional chapters in "A Sinfonian Fable" (The Sinfonian, January, 1981). 

 
The following "Tips on Rushing" (adapted from The Shield of Phi Kappa Psi) appeared in 

the September, 1980 issue of The Sinfonian: 
  

The purposes of professional fraternities are not primarily social.  Such fraternities are  
voluntary associations of equal but diverse individuals who through affinity of one with 
another  affirm shared ideals, values and goals.  Unfortunately, some absurdities sometimes 
do creep in. 

 
The following article, "Sinfonia:  The Beginning" by Bruce R. Smedley (The Sinfonian, 

January, 1981) claims that the "seeds of professionalism" were sown by the Fraternity's 
Founders: 

 
 From our perspective of professional fraternalism in the eighties, it is, perhaps 

difficult to comprehend the extent to which the traditions of the social Greek world affected 
the thinking of Sinfonians in the first decades of the fraternity's existence.   

Close below the surface of such foolishness, however, lay the seeds of professionalism 
sown by Ossian Mills and others of the fraternity's founders.  Many of the receptions given 
by Alpha were in honor of visiting performers... 
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National President Maurice I. Laney frequently emphasized the professionalism of the 
organization.  Laney consistently referred to Sinfonia as a "professional music fraternity."  In 
the January, 1984 Sinfonian, he wrote: 

 
During the Years that I served on the Commission on Standards, beginning in 1970, and 

during the presidencies of Robert Soule, Eugene Duncan, Lucien Stark and Emile Serposs, 
the battle cry of the Fraternity was professionalism.  Phi Mu Alpha is a professional music 
fraternity and its members should do everything possible to promote the highest standards 
of professional behavior... 

Let us all remember the words in the primary purpose of this Fraternity:...'to promote 
the highest standards..." and apply them to the pledgeship period as well as to creativity, 
performance, education, and research in music in America. 

 
In the December, 1984 Sinfonian, Laney again referred to Sinfonia as a "professional 

music fraternity.": 
 

We want quality members, Brothers who will take their obligations to the Fraternity  
seriously and be loyal and active during their undergraduate years.  We want Brothers who 
do not ask, "What's in it for me?" but "What can I do to help the Fraternity fulfill its goals 
and purposes?"  Maybe you will only find one person who possesses those potential 
qualities, but that one will be worth the special effort it takes to convince him of the benefits 
of membership in the finest professional music fraternity in the country. 

 
The delegates to the Seventh Triennial Assembly in 1985 deleted "Phi Mu Alpha is a 

fraternity representing the music profession" from the national constitution as "not being an 
accurate description of our organization."  Four months later, in the December, 1985 
Sinfonian, National President William B. Dederer referred to Phi Mu Alpha as "the largest 
professional music fraternity in the country." 

 
In an article, "Phi Mu Alpha National Music (Major?) Fraternity" which appeared in the 

October, 1985 Sinfonian, Jeff Ketcherside wrote, "remember, brothers, the purpose of the 
fraternity is to further music for all Americans, whether they are studying to be choir 
directors, accountants, or even French teachers."  Compare this to the view of Robert Soule 
(National President, 1970-1973) who wrote in the April, 1965 Sinfonian: 

 
First of all, the men of Sinfonia are all dedicated to the art of music whether on a  

vocational or an avocational level.  This means that every Sinfonian actively participates in 
either the performing, the creating, the teaching, or the study of music;  or the administering 
of agencies connected with music; or any combination of these.  It means also that music, 
the greatest of the arts, is the binding force which holds Sinfonians together; that Sinfonians 
find even greater satisfaction in music by sharing it with their brothers; and, as a corollary, a 
greater degree of excellence more easily results from such involvement in this art. 

 
In "Forgotten Sinfonians?" (The Sinfonian, Winter, 1993), Allan K. Wallace wrote on the 

need for Sinfonia by professional and non-professional musicians alike: 
  

So, I hope that you feel that there is more to brotherhood than answering the 
recognition phrase correctly or paying annual dues.  All Sinfonians, new and old, great and 
small, professional and non-professional, are our brothers!  How much stronger would our 
fraternity be, how much better, how much bigger, if we all practiced the kind of brotherhood 
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the Masons do?  Would it have pleased our founders to know that we have not always 
continued to do so? 

 
National President Robert L. Hause wrote in the Summer, 1994 Sinfonian: 
  

In my past messages in The Sinfonian I have alerted all Sinfonians to the problems music 
faces in education and in professional spheres.  All of us - each and every one - whether  
professional performer, teacher, composer, conductor, or non-musician, must take the  
responsibility for educating the public, young and old, about "music's important role in the  
enrichment of the human spirit.  
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THE FRATERNITY FOR MEN (AND WOMEN) IN MUSIC 
 
 
The classification of Sinfonia as a professional organization was challenged when a 

Federal law was passed in 1972 which stated that no institution receiving Federal monies 
could permit single sex based discrimination in any portion of its educational program.  The 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) prepared a set of "intent of congress" 
regulations pertaining to Title IX of the Education Amendments.  The item caused much 
anxiety for the Fraternity because it set out to deny federal funding to educational 
institutions which "support" single sex national professional societies.   

 
An article in the April, 1974 Sinfonian reveals that the Executive Committee of the 

Fraternity "voted that Phi Mu Alpha withdraw its membership from the National Music 
Council effective the end of the current membership year."  This decision was based on 
concerns over Title IX.  This is an early indication that the leaders of the Fraternity may have 
understood that the organization's classification as a professional fraternity was being 
challenged.   

 
In November, 1974, Phi Mu Alpha joined other single-sex collegiate societies in 

supporting the position that the federal government had no right to exert pressure on 
colleges and universities for the purpose of altering the membership criteria of organizations.  
In 1975, Phi Mu Alpha joined eleven Greek letter professional societies in a coalition called 
FAIR (Fraternal Alliance for Inalienable Rights), "an action group dedicated to eliminating 
the increasing confusion surrounding the HEW regulations concerning sex based 
discrimination on college and university campuses."  

 
The Fraternity gave in to pressure and granted individual chapters the option to initiate 

women.  With this provision, the Fraternity was able to retain its professional status and go 
unchallenged in regards to Title IX.  The Fraternity's decision was clarified in the October, 
1976 Sinfonian, in an article entitled "'Local Option' Coed Status Clarified."  The article states: 

 
In action taken July 10, 1976, the word "male" was stricken from the National 

Constitution and Bylaws and the following clause was added:  "Local chapters shall have the 
authority to determine eligibility for membership in keeping with the policies and 
requirements of their sheltering institutions and the National Constitution and Bylaws. 

 
In an number of cases Phi Mu Alpha chapters were given until July 21 to indicate their 

intent to comply with federally advocated school policy against single sex professional, 
honorary and recognition groups.  An urgent request went out to these institutions from 
National Headquarters asking that no action be taken which might be harmful to a collegiate 
chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia without giving the chapter a reasonable period of time to 
exercise its newly authorized local option.   

 
Each of the articles on this topic fails to mention that the Fraternity would have been 

exempt from this law and would never have had to grant chapters the option of initiating 
women if it had given up its status as a "professional fraternity."  The Title IX regulation 
only affected "single sex professional, honorary and recognition groups," not social 
organizations.   
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The Fraternity's coed status was a concern of the delegates to the Seventh Triennial 

Assembly in 1985.  Curtis Shirley, Collegiate Representative, challenged the Fraternity's 
position with a plea for a return to the values and ideals of its Founders.  In an article, 
"Profiles of Executive Committee Nominees," (February,1985, The Sinfonian), Shirley wrote: 

 
...in pursuit of Sinfonia's values and ideals, a very personal commitment on the part of 

the Executive Committee is necessary...I want all of our chapters to use the same initiation 
ceremony!  The 1947 version is the most meaningful and embodies our finest traditions, and 
I will pursue its singular adoption...Our Fraternity is a Brotherhood of men in music; if we 
are to pursue Sinfonia's values and ideals, the initiation of women must come to an end.  
There is always a time when the "silent majority" will speak up; I hope the 1985 national 
Assembly is just such a time. 

 
The delegates to the 1985 assembly made the following decisions, renewing the 

importance of the collegiate member, the traditional insignia, the Ritual, and the 
brotherhood of the order.  According to the October, 1985 Sinfonian, some of the "Acts of 
the Assembly" were as follows: 

 
The Assembly: 
 
- affirmed Sinfonia's traditional all-male status by limiting all membership and initiation    
  programs in all chapters to men only.  In the spirit of "Once, Always, Long Live," women     
  who have already been initiated into Phi Mu Alpha retain all the rights and privileges    
  pertaining thereto. 

 
- deleted, "Phi Mu Alpha is a fraternity representing the music profession," from the  
  constitution as not being an accurate description of our organization. 

 
- affirmed that the Sinfonia pin is not intended to be worn as a mark of pride or in    
  advertisement of membership, but rather serves as a constant reminder of one's   
  commitment to Sinfonia's ideals, and, as such, should be worn nearest the heart. 
 

- created the three-year position of "NCR" on the Executive Committee, open to any   
  collegiate member who is or has been an elected officer in his chapter. 
 
- evaluated and set aside the 1982 version of the ritual which had been proposed in 1982  

"for a trial period of three years," and chose the 1947 version with minor modifications to    
  be the official ritual of Phi Mu Alpha henceforth. 

 
Sinfonia's current legal classification is as a social, rather than a professional, fraternity, 

and it is therefore exempt from the requirements of the Title IX regulation.  According to 
Harry M. Singleton, the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, United States Department of 
Education (1983), the Fraternity's second through fifth purposes are "social" rather than 
"professional," but "it is not clear from the plain language of the first purpose whether the 
reference to the promotion of the highest standards of creativity, performance, education 
and research in music reflects a professional or social purpose."  Despite this contradiction 
of the first purpose with the Fraternity's claim to be a social organization, Singleton found 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia to be "a social, rather than professional, fraternal organization," 
based on a statement by the Fraternity that its primary purposes are "to conduct activities to 
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foster interest in music with a cultural objective and to promote social contact among its 
members sharing an interest in music as a cultural pursuit" and "to foster interest in music 
and promote a sharing of that interest in that particular art form rather than to prepare 
persons for professional endeavors related to music."  Compare this, the Fraternity's official 
statement to the United States Department of Education in 1983, with the National 
Examination which teaches every probationary member that "in terms of its goals and 
purposes," Phi Mu Alpha is a "Professional" society. 
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THE ROLE OF THE COLLEGIATE SINFONIAN 
 
 
Sinfonia's Founders believed in the importance of the involvement of collegiate 

Sinfonians.  Rather than placing an emphasis on the collegiate chapter as the "training 
ground" for future professional activities, their writings indicate that the greatest use of  
Sinfonia was, as Ossian E. Mills described, "the making of men."  The following article by 
Wilson Pile, entitled "Sinfonia-Today" (Sinfonia Year Book, 1910) questions the desire of the 
Fraternity's Founders to place the governing of the Fraternity in the hands of the younger 
members: 

 
Knowing the power of friendship, pure and warm, its influence and inspiration and 

sympathy and mutual helpfulness, it is a hard thing to do to have to come down to such cold 
externals as so many men, so many Chapters, and even perhaps, so many dollars.  But these 
are the things that make us the shell of every working body, so of it we must speak and leave 
our real life, our fraternity of spirit, to be imagined... 

There has always been courage shown in extending the usefulness of the Fraternity.  But 
the fear of the old first days has gone from us.  We no longer fear for the life of Sinfonia.  
We no longer fear that the machinery of organization will not work.  This newly-acquired 
confidence in ourselves has resulted in a certain amount of restlessness to be up and doing 
greater things.  Probably this ambition is good for us.  Time alone will tell.  Another result of 
this boldness is the insistence of some of our big men that they be allowed to step down and 
leave more of the governing of the Fraternity in the hands of younger men.  And so long as 
we still have these faithful founders still with us to counsel and help, we are willing to release 
them as much as possible from the constantly growing cares and duties of the national 
officers. 

 
The article "Ossian E. Mills and the Earliest Days" describes Mills' desire for the 

collegiate members to be responsible for the future of the organization (1939, Sinfonian): 
  

In answer to your question, 'Why was not the name of Bro. Mills on the original notice  
calling for the first meeting?', I can only state that I do not know.  He was always present at  
important club or committee meetings.  Whether he was asked o have his name appear on 
the first notice or to preside at the first meeting for the purpose of organizing, I do not 
recall.  However, I am quite sure that he wished, as a member of the administration, to keep 
in the background as an advisor and allow the young men to feel that they were responsible 
for the future of the organization. 

 
After many years of leadership being placed solely in the hands of alumni members, two 

students were named to advisory groups in 1972 (Eric Allison and Gordon Dietz).  In 1974, 
Kenneth Wing was named as a student representative to the Executive Committee of the 
Fraternity.  It was not until 1976 that the delegates to the National Assembly established the 
post of Collegiate Representative on the National Executive Committee.  The role of the 
collegiate member in Sinfonia was increased in 1983 and is reflected in the following 
"Message From The President" (Maurice I. Laney) which appeared in the Winter, 1983 
Sinfonian: 

  
The January meeting of the Executive Committee produced some very positive results  

for the Fraternity, and may have set the stage for an entirely new approach in the working  
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relationships with our collegiate membership.  The members of the Committee are 
dedicated, hard working and conscientious.  They take their responsibilities seriously.  An 
extensive report with recommendations for change in many aspects of our fraternal 
relationships was presented by our National Collegiate Representative, Curtis Shirley, and his 
alternate, Ed Klint.  Although it was impossible to act on each recommendation, the report 
will be the subject of careful study and possible action at future Executive Committee 
meetings.  
 

In the Winter, 1983 Sinfonian, Curtis Shirley's "Collegiate Province Representative 
Report" stated: 

  
Our brotherhood grew and will continue to grow by placing quality ahead of quantity... 
 Since the National Assembly, Ed Klint and I have worked together for several weeks, 

on many items for the Fraternity.  During that time, we have produced a CPR Council 
Report, totaling 42 pages.  We have tried to incorporate in the Report as many 
recommendations as possible from those CPRs who responded to our earlier questionnaire.  
The entire report was presented to the National Executive Committee, and it was not only 
well received, but many items in it were acted upon. 

 
Further emphasis was placed on the importance of the collegiate member when Maurice 

I. Laney wrote: 
 

...Ed Klint was named executive director and given the responsibilities pertinent to that 
position...  A second important decision by the committee was the hiring of two recently-
graduated Sinfonians as assistants to the director.  They are Terry Blair, whose major 
responsibility will be chapter services and development, and Jon Krutz, who will edit the 
Sinfonian and rewrite several publications for chapter use.... 

These men are making plans for some important changes in the way the national office 
will relate to the collegiate chapters and the alumni. 

 
The 1984 Collegiate Province Representatives' Convocation, headed by Curtis Shirley, 

focused heavily on chapter room experiences, the preparatory nature of the probationary 
period, the importance of the first impression of Sinfonia and the transition from 
probationary member to active Brother, the CPR handbook and the initiation Ritual.  They 
focused on Brotherhood, why the Fraternity came into existence, and the early Sinfonians. 

 
More recently, importance has been placed on the development of leadership skills in the 

collegiate member, as indicated by the Summer, 1993 Sinfonian article, "Inaugural Conclave 
Develops Leadership Individually."  Members of the Fraternity have begun to place 
emphasis on the important role played by the collegiate member of the Fraternity.  In "The 
Role of the Collegiate Member in the Sinfonia" (Spring/Summer, 1997 Sinfonian), John 
Jennings wrote, "The collegiate is the lifeblood of the fraternity.  His monies support the 
workings and operations of the national fraternity and his membership ensures that the 
fraternity will continue..."   
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A RETURN TO THE IDEALS OF SINFONIA 
 
 
In 1976, concurrent with the increased role of the collegiate member (evidenced in the 

formation of the first Collegiate Province Representatives' Council), many of the articles in 
The Sinfonian consist of reprints of the original writings of the Fraternity's Founders.  The 
result was an increased emphasis on the ideals of the Fraternity rather than solely on 
promoting the advancement of music education or professionalism.  This change was 
primarily due to the influence of Editor and later Executive Director Edward Klint.  In the 
April, 1985 Sinfonian, National President Maurice I. Laney wrote: 

 
The upgrading of the Sinfonian magazine was one of Ed Klint's first priorities, and we 

have all seen what can be done with the kind of insight and imagination that Ed and Jon 
Krutz brought to this task - a national publication of which we can be justly proud. 

 
The following is a listing of articles which discuss the ideals of the Fraternity and the 

vision of Sinfonia's Founding Fathers, or emphasize the development of the Brotherhood 
rather than the advancement of music education or professionalism: 

   
"Remember When:  The President's Message" 

(reprint from Percy J. Burrell's message in the 1909 Sinfonia Year Book) 
(discusses personal responsibility, ideal, intelligence, feeling, work, sincerity, sympathy, 
sacrifice).  

 "The Sinfonia will grow, my brothers, as you grow because the Sinfonia is you.  The  
      word is of eight letters.  The spirit is of you which can never be spelled out except in  
      life itself.  The mutual welfare and brotherhood of musical students will decline and  
      die if you are selfish, careless and indifferent.  Sinfonia will not become something,  
      but somebody, as you grow into a living, loving force in the great, big world." 
 Vol.  XXXI,  No. 2,  October, 1976 
 
"Origin of a Proud Tradition:  The Phi Mu Alpha Pin" 
 by Edward Klint, Sinfonia Development Director 
 Vol. XXXIII, No. 3, January, 1984 
 
"Sinfonian Insignia" 
 by  Bruce Smedley 
 (reprinted from the Winter 1982 issue) 
  Vol. XXXIII, No. 3, January, 1984 
 
"Remember When:  The Presidents Message" 
 (reprint from Percy J. Burrell's message in the 1908 Sinfonia Year Book 

(Begins by stating the original purposes, discusses the "development of the best and truest 
fraternal spirit") 

 "Brotherhood!  The brotherhood of men!  What spiritual significance!  Do we catch its  
      true meaning?  Does it give us a real and vital experience?  Do we get a spiritual  
      insight?  Do we look out with a broader vision?  Do we think in terms and live in  
      acts of brotherhood?  If we do, we move in harmony, attuned to both God, the Father,  
      and man, the Brother.  What is music without harmony?  Verily it is not music.  Life  
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      without good-will and fraternity - what is it?  Indeed it is not life.  He has not truly  
           lived who has not lived for others, in sympathy and in harmony with his fellows." 
  Vol. XXXIII, No. 3, January, 1984 
 
"Remember When:  The Candles of Orpheus" 
 (reprint from the Phi Mu Alpha Newsletter by:  Archie Jones) 
 Vol.  XXXIII, No. 4, March, 1984 
 
"Up On Your Fraternity Lore?  Test Your Skills!" 
 Vol.  XXXIV, No. 1, October, 1984 
 
"Fraternal Foundations:  Examining the Strength of our Tradition" 
 by Edward Klint 
 (A Portrait of Ossian Everett Mills, the "Father of Sinfonia") 
 Vol. XXXIV, No. 1, October, 1984 
 
"Brotherhood in Music" 
 by Edward Klint 
 Vol. XXXIV, No. 1, October, 1984 
 
"Fraternal Foundations:  Examining the Strength of Our Tradition" 

(reprint of the annual message of Percy J. Burrell from March 15, 1910 in which he explains 
why fraternity, particularly fraternity in music, naturally develops loyalty to the alma mater 

 Vol. XXXIV, No. 2, December, 1984 
 
"The Spirit of Sinfonia:  The Harmony of Brothers for the Concord of All Things" 

by  G. R. Snow, winner of the "Spirit of Sinfonia" essay contest sponsored by the national 
office) 

 Vol.  XXXIV, No. 2, December, 1984 
 
"Fraternal Foundations:  Examining the Strength of Our Tradition" 
 "The Spirit of Fraternity" (by  F. Otis Drayton) reprinted from 1917 article 
 Vol. XXXIV, No. 3, February, 1985 
  
"Fraternal Foundations:  Examining the Strength of Our Tradition" 
 (reprint of Percy J. Burrell's message from 1911 regarding the importance of putting our  

 Sinfonian ideals into practice) 
 Vol. XXXV, No. 1, October, 1985 
 
"Fraternal Foundations:  Examining the Strength of Our Tradition" 
 "Beyond Competition" 
 Vol. XXXV, No. 2, December, 1985 
 
"Fraternal Foundations:  Examining the Strength of Our Tradition" 
 "Optimism Runs High in Phi Mu Alpha" (reprint of March 1912 letter by O. E. Mills) 
 Vol. XXXV, Nos. 3 & 4, February/April, 1986 
 
"Sinfonia Trivia from 1941" 
 Vol. XXXV, Nos. 3 & 4, February/April, 1986 
 
 
"Gathering Focuses on Fun, Assembly" 
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 by Dr. Richard A. Crosby 
 Vol. XLI, No. 2, Summer, 1993 
 
"From The President (Dr. Richard A. Crosby)" 
 "Phi Mu Alpha is a unique combination of Brotherhood and music" 
 Vol. XLIII, No. 1, Winter, 1995 
 
"From The President (Dr. Richard A. Crosby)" 
 "What's Next?" 
 "I want to hear from you what sort of organization we might be in our second century.   

      As a starting point, we may all agree that the key to our strength is the strength of  
      our collegiate chapters, which is our common root experience as Sinfonians, and is  
      where we initially become committed to the unique combination of music and  
      Brotherhood." 
 Vol. XLIII, No. 2, Summer/Fall, 1995 
  
"From the President:  Ideas Matter!  (Dr. Richard A. Crosby)" 
 "As we prepare to celebrate our Centennial let us move forward, together, with a  
      renewed commitment to out Five Purposes and the spiritual ideals set forth in our  

      secret vows because, Brothers, I submit to you that the ideas upon which our order is  
      based are second to none, and it is in our power, as Brothers united in a common  
      vision, to have a profound effect on the culture of our nation." 
 Vol. XLIV, No. 2, Winter/Spring, 1996 
 
"Diversity in Brotherhood" 
 by Dr. Richard A. Crosby 
 "How does the individual fit into the group?" 
 Vol. XLIV, No. 1, Fall/Winter, 1996 
 
"From The President (Dr. Richard A. Crosby)" 
 (Music and Brotherhood) 
 Vol. XLV, No. 1, Spring/Summer, 1997 
 
"What Brings Us Together?  A Recruitment Sermon" 

by Richard A. Lindsay 
 -  Brotherhood and music 
 Vol. XLV, No. 1, Spring/Summer, 1997 
 
"A Perspective on Color Nights" 
 by Justin Morgan 
 Vol. XLV, No. 1, Spring/Summer, 1997 
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THE OBJECT OF THIS FRATERNITY SHALL BE FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE BEST AND TRUEST FRATERNAL SPIRIT;  

THE MUTIAL WELFARE AND BROTHERHOOD  
OF MUSICAL STUDENTS;   

THE ADVANCEMENT OF MUSIC IN AMERICA, AND 
A LOYALTY TO THE ALMA MATER. 

 
 

Will Sinfonia attain this vision of its Founders, or will the very purposes for which the 
order was created continue to take a place of lesser priority while an unbalanced emphasis is 
placed on the professional and educational objectives of the organization?  What shall be our 
course if Sinfonia is to flourish?  The only True answers are to be found by examining the 
words of Sinfonia's Founders.  Their vision must be the Light which shines upon the 
pathway of our future.   
 
So let it be for SINFONIA. 
 


