
 

 

The President’s Message 
(Reprinted from Sinfonia Year Book; Vol. IV; March, 1904.) 

 
DEAR BROTHER SINFONIANS: 

Still another chapter has been added to our Sinfonia history and we are gratified to find 
among its pages nothing but progress. Indeed, when we pause to consider, ours has been a 
phenomenal growth from the beginning to the present day. Started only three years ago, in a 
humble manner but with the utmost faith it is promoters, Sinfonia has steadily grown day by day, 
year from year, until it now occupies an honored place among the fraternal organizations of our 
land. 

Already is the object of our beloved fraternity, as stated in the constitution, being most nobly 
fulfilled, and the bond of Sinfonia Brotherhood now extends throughout the length and breadth of 
our country. Never before have such cordial relations and mutual interest existed among the 
leading musical schools of learning. Never before has a like number of musicians and students of 
music been banded together by such bonds of real brotherhood. Such an influence must make 
itself felt beyond the borders of our fraternal quarters to the accomplishment of our further 
purpose, “The advancement of music in America.” 

In my letter at the beginning of this fraternal year I suggested that our energies for the year be 
directed toward internal improvement rather than to further expansion. Our efforts in this 
direction have showed splendid results. Each chapter of our fraternity is in a stronger and 
healthier condition than ever before. A true spirit of loyalty and fraternalism is evidenced by all 
Sinfonians. Nor is the prospect for further immediate expansion unsatisfactory. Already other 
schools are knocking at our doors for admission. In a few months our chapters will extend from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. By using the utmost discretion in the admission of new chapters we 
shall soon have Sinfonia Homes in every large city in the country. And why limit ourselves to the 
United States? Although ours is strictly an American organization, still there are schools of 
American principles and colonies of American students in other countries that may well deserve 
our attention in the future. 

But, brothers, our present position has not been reached without the earnest and self-
sacrificing efforts of many true and energetic Sinfonians. Now that our numbers are 
comparatively large we must rely upon the aid of many of our younger brothers to make lighter 
the burdens of those who have labored hard in the past. With this new stimulus of numbers and 
enthusiasm we may expect much from the future. Our future success, however, is to be found 
through the same general principles that have directed us to success in the past—the principles of 
brotherhood. This is the keynote of our organization. Sinfonia stands for harmony, advancement 
of music in America, loyalty to our several institutions, but above all for brotherhood. Inspired by 
our progress in the past, by our present enviable position and reputation, by the brilliant outlook 
for the future, let us with whole-hearted devotion contribute our best efforts during the coming 
year toward the advancement of our beloved fraternity to the end that we may ever be able to say, 
even now, “It is good to be a Sinfonian.” 
With the utmost faith in the success of Sinfonia and with best wishes to all brother Sinfonians, I 
remain, 

 Sincerely and fraternally yours, 
  GEORGE C. WILLIAMS. 


